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HERE is no broadcasting like the wide reach 

of a good advertisement in the printed page. 
Listen in, and note what is offered to you from. 

stations near and far! Y 

















The Best: Way 


By Ruby Weyburn Tobias 


~ (FYUZZLED “and sore 
The doctors disagreed 
On a question old and vexed— 
A most insistent need, 


To fill the empty pews, 
And hold their congregations, 
What methods should they use, 
What modern innovations ? 


A humble pastor rose, 
Preacher and farmer too ; 

He said, ‘‘I scafce suppose 
You’d call my method new, 


But I have found that folks 

Are very much like sheep; 
You never have to coax 

Where the grass grows deep.” 


He thumbed a well-worn Book— 
Strange grew the silence there. 
At length a learned brother spoke, 

‘Let us unite in prayer!” 








The President’s 


Testimony 

More than blessed is that nation whose ruler is 
a Christian. President Harding was not only a Chris- 
tian man, but he was also one who did not hesitate to 


proclaim the fact before his fellow-countrymen. The 
comment of The Bible To- day in its August issue is 
entirely true when it says: “President Harding’s oc- 
casional references to Christ and Christianity, in re- 
cent addresses, cannot but gladden the hearts of evan- 
gelical Christians. A number of our prominent states- 
men, though professedly Christian, have refrained from 
public declaration of their faith. By their silence they 
fatve made themselves negligible as builders of the 
Christian church, and weak as moulders of Christian 
civilization.” No such criticism could be made against 
Mr. Harding. Under the caption, “One of His Last 


Acts Urged Christianity,” the Philadelphia Public Led- - 


ger of August 3 published an Associated Press dis- 
patch from San Francisco which quoted members of 
the Presidential party as recalling and commenting 
upon “the evangelistic vein” of a Sunday morning rear- 
platform speech made* by Mr. Harding as his train 
passed through Colorado Springs. In this little talk, 
he had said in part: “I tell you, my countrymen, the 
world needs more of the Christ; the world needs the 
spirit of the Man of Nazareth.” That Mr. Harding 





appreciated the prayers of his people, The Sunday 
School Times happens to know because of a letter re- 
ceived from one of its read s who had the President 
on his prayer list, and who, after writing to the White 
House to say as much, received a letter from the Pres- 
ident’s Secretary expressing proéiound gratitude. Says 
this Times reader: “Do you wonder that I feel I have 
lost a personal friend? We all have. Few men in 
public hfe are loved as was Mr. Harding. And I be- 
lieve it was because of his lovable nature and his 
loyalty to God and sense of dependence upon 
God, and his dependence also upon prayer. His 
memory will always be a blessed one. May God grant 
to his successor that same sense of reliance upon the 
wisdom which cometh down from above.” This utter- 
ance is doubtless but an echo of what is in all our 
hearts in this hour of national mourning. It is a thing 
to be grateful for that our new President, as he had 
himself sworn in by his venerable father (a notary) in 
the old Vermont farmhouse, and as he made a last 
visit to his mother’s grave hard by, did begin his new 
tae agg the nation by directly appealing to God for 
is aid, 


x 


“Use Your Bible More!” 


How many readers of The Sunday School Times 
use their Bibles as much as they should? How many 
Sunday-school teachers spend enough time in studying 
the Word of God directly, when preparing to teach? 
Lesson helps are valuable just so far as they get people 


more interested in the Bible than in the helps. 
s6 ‘The’ Sunday“Sehool- Times, “itselé- a lesson~helpy--_Test 


wants all its readers to hear a clarion call to “Use 
Your Bible More.” New plans are being made for 
the lesson departments in The Sunday School Times 
with this definite purpose. Commencing with the 
first lesson of October the Times hopes to offer its 
readers richer help-in Sunday-school lesson prepara- 
tion than ever before in its history, — but in the hope 
that readers will forget the helps through their dis- 
covery of new riches in the Bible. Both the Interna- 
tional Uniform Lessons and the new Whaole-Bible 
Sunday-school Course will be offered in each issue. 
The “Missionary Message of the Bible” will be studied 
during the Fourth Quarter in the Uniform Lessons; 
and the Whole-Bible Course offered by the Christian 


Fundamentals Association will commence at Begin- 
nings and devote seventeen weeks to the Foundation 
Book, Genesis. This Genesis study by Sunday-schools 
will offer a golden opportunity for giving God’s truth 
on creation as a God-breathed antidote to the teach- 
‘ngs of evolution. The Outline of the Whole-Bible 
Course is given on page 485 in this issue, 


a 
1,825 Hours with God 


If one made a careful estimate of the time he has 
spent in prayer in five years, would it satisfy him that 
he had had sufficient fellowship with God and had 
properly prayed through every need? In answer to 
a certain prayer appeal which a dear old saint of God 
in Indiana read in The Sunday School Times five 
years ago, so the Director of the Great Commission 
Prayer League writes, he has scrupulously spent a quiet 
devotional hour from five to six o’clock every morning 
before going to his eight or nine hours’ service at 
the [carpenter’s] bench. “Think of it,” writes this old 
friend, “1,825 hours without missing, with His con- 
scious presence, and to Him be all the glory and honor. 

. » Only in the sacredness of inward silence does the 
soul truly meet God, and the strength of resolve that 
afterwards shapes life, and mixes itself with action, is 
the fruit of that secret solitary time spent thus with 
God alone.” Should not this record shame us who 
speed away to our work in a feverish hurry every 
morning, and lead us to spend more time with God? 


x 


Love’s truest test is to keep sweet with unlovely 
folks, “Whenever you are likely to think you are 
doing well spiritually, read First Corinthians Thir- 
teen, then note the kind of people the humor of your 
Heavenly Father brings you up against. They are 
exactly the order to test where-you are deficient.” 
This is an observation of Oswald Chambers, a Brit- 
ish preacher who recently went Home, but whose ser- 
mons his wife, who was a stenographer, is putting 
into print. How this terse truth comes home to us. 
When we have learned to live in the Love Chapter, 
which means in Him who is Love, we shall not be 
rubbed the wrong way by any possible human en- 
vironment, 


The Perils of Middle Life 


often forget the destruction that wasteth at the 

noonday of life. The criminal dockets of the 
nation are filled to an overwhelming degree with the 
names of youths that have been mistrained .or not 
trained at all, and that is a matter which truly gives 
us the deepest concern, But have we been sufficiently 
serious in asking how much of this youthful crime is 
due to the moral lapses of those in middle life? 

It is one of the inevitabilities that the major burden 
must be borne in the heat of life’s midday. 
has some striking things to say about the. sins of 
youth, but its most terrible picture is drawn in lines 
of fire and blood telling how the sins of the parents 
are visited upon the third and fourth generation. The 
sinful youth often sins alone and forever incapacitates 
himself for the obligations of life, but* the man of 
affairs who lapses takes the whole superstructure of 
society with him. And moreover, while to sin and 
never know God is an immeasurable loss, it is in- 
finitely more serious to build a life in confession of 
the truth and then deny it. 

The last quarter century of American life has been 
a time of unusual testing for mature men and, women. 
First, there has been the unprecedented migration 
from country to city. This has been a contributing 
cause in the destruction of many nations and is no less 
a test to ours. So far the result has been that the 
story of Lot has been relived by multiplied thousands. 
Recently the Protestant forces in one of our large 


|’ OUR anxiety concerning the perils of youth we 


The Bible - 


Middle Western cities put on a house-to-house re- 
ligious survey, and found five thousand church-mem- 
bers unrelated to any church in the city. 

They had left their membership in the small coun- 
try churches from which they had come. They had 
also left their family altars, their passion for the 
work of Christ, and their Christian fellowships. They 
had adapted themselves to the political, economic, and 
social life of the city, but they had done it without 
Christ, and they had lost all love for his church. It 
illustrates just what has been going on all over our 
country during this period of rapid city growth. These 
lapsed Christians are mostly morally upright in their 
relations to city life, but it is because they are living 
on the momentum of their early training and environ- 
ment. But what of the children? The parents com- 
monly condemn them because they are so different 
from what they themselyes used to be, yet they do not 
think deeply enough tofsee that the children have not 
been supplied with the‘sources of strength that make 
moral and spiritual life possible— and it is the lapse 
of the parents that has denied them. It is vastly easier 
to order the life of the home in a Christian way in 
the comparatively simple environment of rural and 
village life than in the city, but if Americans must 
move to the city they must take Christ with them. 
The intricacies, and versatility, and human interests 
of city life cannot make up for lack of Him. 

A testing of mature life has also come in the enor- 
mous increase of wealth; and the very ease with 
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which it has been gathered has made the test all the 
more severe. It is the old story over again. Life 
must be furnished with something, and there are 
thousands fooled into thinking that the furnishings 
of money are sufficient. The result is the starvation 
of souls, and starved souls are unproductive. We 
have a Bible-denying mania for things which tries 
to fool us into thinking that somehow in this new 
day the abundance of life so consists. But the stub- 
born fact still stands that God cannot speak to the 
individual or the nation through an affection for things. 

American Christians are undergoing a severe test. 
The devil is showing them all the economic kingdoms 
of this world. It is highly significant that one of our 
strongest religious periodicals recently contained a 
striking editorial pleading with the preachers of a 
great denomination not to sink their money in oil 
stock. Oil stock, ‘aside from all its gambling procliv- 
ities, has a strange ability to focus the affections of 
its owner upon itself. That alone is sufficient warn- 
ing for any Christian. It is not that Christians should 
not “make money,” but that they must be eternally 
vigilant to see to it that Christ completely controls 
the money they make. When men of affairs become 
so involved that they forget that they are not of this 
world and that their conversation is in heaven, and 
that Jesus prayed that while they stayed here they 
might be kept from’ its entangling alliances, they are 
withering under the destruction that wasteth at noon- 
day. Their hopes nurtured by wealth will blight like 
decaying mushrooms. 

But there is another peril for the mature which is 
even more subtle than these. It strikes these who 
have no intention of forgetting Christ through neglect 
and no ambition for wealth. In fact their whole trend 
of thought is toward Christian things. It is the peril 
of mediocrity and dullness when the mental and spir- 
itual activities drift into a monotonous formality. The 
message of Christ from such lips loses its initiative 
and freshness, and consequently its power. Youthful 
enthusiasm is one of the greatest forces that Christ 
can control. It has a daring and forgetfulness of 
self which is beautiful to see. The deeds of young 
men in Christ's service are akin to the deeds of young 
men who are aviators and soldiers. 
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But the time inevitably comes when life must be set- 
tled upon a firmer basis than that. For instance, faith 
must survive with its full vitality the mental question- 
ings that are sure to meet the Christian worker. No 
man dare arrive at the noonday of his Christian life 
with suspicions concerning the fundamentals of the 
faith. Moreover, youthful enthusiasm is what the 
world expects from a youth, but it demands the evi- 
dences of larger growth from those who are more 
mature. It demands, for instance, a more penetrat- 
ing vision of the truth of God’s Word, and a spir- 
itual perception born of an intimate knowledge of 
prayer. 

In other words, a Christian must find the spring 
of eternal youth and its consequent freshness, He 
must keep that living touch with the immanent Christ 
which draws on the eternal freshness of divinity. The 
lack of this touch is causing the dry rot of, formal- 
ity everywhere. This is the cause of lost enthusiasms. 
This is why sO many ministers seek “detached serv- 
ice,” which is frequently a perilous detachment. The 
normal path of a Christian is as a shining light that 
shineth more and more. And the more the shining the 
more the power. The powerless formality that often 
obtains has a direct relation to the physical decline 
that begins at middle life. When a decrease or at 
least a conservation of activity comes there must be 
a greater dependence on that which is less demonstra- 
tive. This rightly viewed is an advantage. It throws 
the individual back more securely on the things of 
pure faith and spirit. It helps one to see that he is 
more powerful as a channel for God than as an ac- 
tivity for God. How a Christian of mature life is 
strengthened when he looks into the lives of the patri- 
archs and saints! 

Finally there is this advantage. We all know that 
the years are advancing and bringing their inevitable 
dangers, and for that reason they need never over- 
take us as sudden perils. The greatest tests come like 
strains that gradually settle on supporting pillars. 
The necessary mental and spiritual adjustment ean be 
begun years before the load finally settles upon us. 
Paul's advice to the young Christian, “Study to show 
thyself approved,” has in it that which will prevent 
any spiritual sterility of mature life. 





Your Experience with Motion Pictures 


The Sunday School Times has been a great help to 
me in teaching my class of boys. This year it is 
better, I think, than any other year. 

But there is one fault I have to find with your paper. 
The fact that you advertise motion picture machines 
in your columns is a great stumbling block to me. 
If you realized how very much harm these machines 
do, I do not think y a would do so. 

There is one church in our community which uses its 
motion picture machine to show picture reels in which 
a well known actor stars, and that after the Sunday 
evening service, too. 

Thanking you again for the great help I have re- 
ceived from your paper, believe me,—A Most Interested 
Reader. 


The Sunday School Times gladly takes this op- 
portunity to explain again to its readers its funda- 
mental position with regard to motion pictures. This 
position has been stated in earlier issues, and is given 
in the Times’ pamphlet, “Shall the Church Use Mo- 
tion Pictures?” 

Together with many Christian people, this paper 
believes that the dramatic or theatrical profes- 
sion as such involves such artificial, unhealthy, and 
demoralizing factors that no Christian can safely be 
a member of that profession; or approve and encour- 
age it by attending dramatic performances, whether 
on the stage or the motion picture screen. Therefore 
The, Sunday School Times believes that neither the 
church on Sunday or on week-days, nor individual 
Christians, can safely have any connection with dra- 
matic moving pictures. And this position necessarily 
excludes even such pictures as the highest type of 
religious or Bible stories enacted by professional actors 
and actresses for the screen. Tremendous pressure 
has been put upon the Times to carry the advertising 
of such high class religious films, and it has stead- 
fastly refused to do so. 

On the other hand, there is an increasing amount 
of motion picture material now being photographed 
which has no connection with the dramatic profession 
and in which no professional actors or actresses ap- 
pear, These are the travel and educational motion 
ee photographs, which include a great variety of 
egitimate, worthy subjects. Educational motion pic- 
tures, for example, may reproduce intensely inter- 
esting nature study subjects, in the field of botany, 
or entomology, or animal life; or again in the indus- 
trial field, showing various manufacturing processes; 
and so on in endless variety. Travel pictures bring 
the actual life and scenery of distant parts of the 
world before us, and may include distinctively re- 





ligious and Bible study opportunities, such as every- 
day life in the mission fields, showing the methods 
of work followed by missionaries, or life and scenes 
in Bible lands. In all this there is no connection 
with the dramatic profession, but simply photographic 
reproduction of life as it is. And there is, of course, 
no more objection in principle to photographs that 
move than to photographs that stand still. 

For example, the Pioneer Mission Agency, which 
is connected with the work of the Victorious Life 
Testimony, owns a remarkable set of motion picture 
films made as a survey of conditions among the In- 
dians of Central and South America. These films, 
together with a motion picture machine, constitute 
an important part of the educational work of the 
Pioneer Mission Ageticy, in bringing before God’s 
people in the home lands the needs of the Gospel 
among a sadly neglected people. Can there be any 
conscientious question as to the Christian’s use of this 
opportunity of preaching the Great Commission? Is 
it not another case, like that of the printing press, 
the telegraph, the telephone, and now radio, when 
God w ould have us use the “mammon of unrighteous- 
ness” for the bringing in of His kingdom? 

In the Times’ pamphlet mentioned, “Shall the 
Church Use Motion Pictures?” four principles are 
suggested as follows: 


1. Dramatic motion pictures, produced by professional 
actors and actresses, to be barred from use by the church 
under all circumstances. 

2. Natural life motion pictures, in which the theatrical 
prefession has no part, may have a legitimate place in 
the work of the church, whether in the religious field for 
use on the Lord’s Day, or in secular fields for week-day 
use. 

3. All use of motion pictures by the church on the 
Lord’s Day to be limited exclusively to religious subjects 
and scenes. 

4. Secular subjects in natural fields, never theatrical, 
may legitimately be considered in the social or educational 
lines of church work, for week-day use. 


This pamphlet discusses the motion picture ques- 
tion.from a number of different angles, and may be 
had from The Sunday School Times Company at 50 
cents a dozen copies, $4 a hundred, or 5 cents each, 
postpaid. 

But The Sunday School Times would like to hear 
from its readers on the whole question. There is 
no doubt that many churches to-day are sadly mis- 
using motion pictures, and doing this in a way that 
dishonors the church and the name of Christ. Are 
churches also making proper use of the non-dramatic, 
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legitimate motion pictures, whether in the field of 
secular educational subjects, or mission study and 
Bible lands? The Times would like to have further 
information on this. 

If, therefore, you know of a church that is using 
motion pictures in any legitimate ways such as are 
suggested in this article, will you please write a 
brief letter to the Editor giving the facts in the case, 
and giving the name and location of the church an 
name. and address of the pastor? 

If on the other hand you know of churches that 
are using motion pictures harmfully, the Times will 
appreciate detailed information as to such. 

inally, will you write frankly and say whether, 
in view of the facts here set forth, you believe it 
is well for such a religious journal as The Sunday 
School Times to advertise motion picture machines, 
having in mind simply the legitimate use of such 
machines in the ways stated here? Or do you be- 
lieve it would be better, in view of the abuse of mo- 
tion pictures, for a Christian journal to refrain from 
advertising motion picture machines at all? 

Letters on this whole subject are invited by the 
Editor, and will be carefully considered. 


x<— 
Is the Whole Bible Inspired ? 


I have always believed in the inspiration of the whole 
Bible. That the Lord has made it one of his cares, if 
I may express it that way, to see to it that it was pre- 
served for us just as it was given to “holy men of 
old.” If this is the case, how can the marginal note in 
the Scofield Reference Bible on 1 John 5 : 7 be explained, 
which reads, “It is generally believed that verse seven 
has no real authority and has been inserted’ ?—An 
Idaho Reader. 


The verse which, it is believed, was not in the orig- 
inal manuscript of the Bible, is as follows: “For there 
are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the 
Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one.” 
The substance of this verse is also omitted from the 
American Standard Version of the Bible. The Com- 
panion Bible comments on it as follows: “The words 
are not found in any Greek manuscript before the 
sixteenth century. They were first seen in the margin 
of some Latin copies. Thence they have crept into 
the text.” Thus the Scofield Reference Bible, the 
American Standard Version, and the Companion Bible 
all agree in considering the passage not a part of. the 
original God-breathed Scriptures. 

There is no original autograph manuscript of the 
Bible known to be in existence to-day, either of the 
Old Testament or of the New. The many ancient 
manuscripts that we do possess are all copies of the 
originals, and these ancient copies do not agree identi- 
cally as to every verse and syllable. The work of 
true, reverent, believing scholarship has been to bring 
together all the ancient manuscripts and laboriously, 
painstakingly, and faithfully compare them, deriving 
the most accurate copy of the original Bible that is 
possible to get. This means that certain statements 
or words that may be found in a single manuscript 
but are not found in others may be eliminated; in 
other words, the preponderating evidence of the manu- 
scripts is taken into account, as deciding what was and 
what was not in the original Scriptures at any point. 

Now the interesting fact is that, through the work 
of such reverent scholarship, the Bible as we have 
it to-day is believed to be almost completely that which 
it was in the original autograph manuscripts; the por- 
tions about which there is any doubt are so few and 
slight and negligible that we may safely say that, for 
all practical purposes, we have gotten back to the 
original. The very few passages about which there 
is any doubt as to the original do not affect vital doc- 
trinal truth at any point. 

We must be careful, therefore, to distinguish be- 
tween that unique and ‘supernatural inspiration w hich 
God gave to the original writers and writings of the 
Bible, when the Holy Spirit first gave men the perfect, 
infallible, God-breathed words; and the copies of those 
originals that have been made by uninspired men from 
that day to this. Similarly as to English and other 
translations from the original languages; the transla- 
tions of course are not inspired as the original writings 
were. That God has indeed safeguarded and preserved 
copies and translations in a remarkable way is evident. 
But we must not identify this care and preservation on 
God’s part with the supernatural and infallible inspira- 
tion which He gave to the original writers and to 
every word of the original writings. 

Useful books on the history and manuscripts of the 
Bible are the following: 

“Our Sixty-Six Sacred Books,” by Edwin W. Rice, 
D.D. (American Sunday School Union, Philadelphia, 
$1; postage, 9 cts.). 

“All About the Bible,” by Sidney Collet (Fleming 
H. Revell Co., New York, $1.50). 

“Ancestry of our English Bible,” by I. M. Price 
(The Sunday School Times Co., Philadelphia, $3). 


“Is the Bible the Word of God?” by W. Graham 
errveeie (The Sunday School Times Co., Philadelphia, 
I). 
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Since Stanley Marched Down the Congo 


What an increase in tempo marks African missions ! 





By Ernest Gordon 
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forty-five years since Stanley passed down the 
Congo, the first explorer of the mighty Afri- 
can river. Two years after (in 1879) the Livingstone 
Inland and’ English Baptist missions sent thither their 
pioneer workers. The advance since then is, a clear 
index of the increase in tempo marking the mission 
enterprise everywhere. Seventeen Protestant societies 
«have missions in the Congo basin. There is an in- 
‘digenous church of 56,242 members, with 46,024 
more under instruction, A full hundged thousand 
children are studying in mission schools. Most of the 
102 stations have dispensaries, the total coming for 
medical help reaching a half million. 

The time of the full corn in the ear seems to be at 
hand. The latest large ingathering has been at Sona 
Bata, where 1,500 were baptized in 1922, and 3,000 
last year.. An institution peculiar to these new Chris- 
tians of the Congo is the so-called matondo, a sort of 
camp-meeting convention for worship, baptism, and, 
more than all, thanksgiving offering. Mr. Thomas 
Moody writes me of a great one recently held. He 
had been traveling among the churches forty-one 
days, walking in that time four hundred and fifty 
miles, and reached the matondo greatly fagged. The 
Christians were coming in by hundreds, marching 
four abreast, men carrying sleeping-mats. and fire- 
wood; women, babies and water bottles. Conspicuous 
among their belongings were Bibles and hymn-books, 
often wrapped in handkerchiefs to keep them clean. 
When all were foregathererd, 1,500 were camping in 
the little village, around fifty-seven large fires. 

Saturday was a busy day of examination of candi- 
dates for baptism. On Sunday at 5 A. M. there was 
a general prayer-meeting, followed by baptism. The 
whole church, men on one side, and women on the 
other, was lined up to give the hand of fellowship to 
the new members. 

Then came two hours of preaching, fluent, and 
often of real spiritual power, followed by the adminis- 
tration of the Lord’s Supper. “Thus ended,” ‘says 
Mr. Moody, “the greatest meeting that I ever at- 
tended in Africa.” 

“We have had forty-six baptism services in’ the 
past twenty months,” he adds.’ “The church has 
grown from 1,500 to 7,000. The number of schools 
has risen from 66 to 777, and all the increased work 
has been taken care of by the increased gifts from the 
people.” For these new Christians are generous, 
even “hilarious,” givers. The Moderator at the 
matondo announces the gifts and. the churches giving 
them, and the amounts are written on a blackboard. 
Each is greeted with the subdued rhythmical hand- 
clapping peculiar to Congo people. Some little 
churches give up to five francs per member, which 
cuts deep into the average income. Contributions are 
announced from the struggling new churches among 
the Bayakas and Bafunakas,—a few francs each, 
little compared with the gifts of the older. churches, 
yet welcomed with storms of applause. “We sent 
them the Word a year ago,” shouts a leader. “Now 
they are sending us an offering.” “Ntondo kwa 
nyambi tata,’ comes the reply (“‘Thanks be to God the 
Father”). 


New sources of finance are constantly opening up 
on the field as the Christian movement proceeds, and 
it will encourage any one who may be inclined to 
fret at constant appeals to learn of their extgnt. Con- 
tributions to American Methodist- missions last year 
were, in mission lands, close on to three million dol- 
lars. American Episcopalian missions in China send 
these wonderful statistics: 


“The new appropriations from home for the main- 
tenance of the seven main centers and outstations was 
in 1921 $167,000, On the other hand, the income earned 
in 1921 by our institutions, educational and philan- 
thropic, plus the gifts of the Chinese congregations, 
totalled $206,000. In addition, the Chinese made spe- 


A CONGO Matondo.—It is hardly more than 


» cial gifts of nearly $47,000 to the work. Thus the 


foreign contributions exceeded those from home by 
nearly $67,000. The home appropriations for St. 
John’s University was $6,100; the income from fees 
and the like, $74,000, or twelve times as much. St. 
Luke’s Hospital, Shanghai, with an appropriation of 
$2,500 for running expenses, earned in 1921 $39,000, 
or nearly sixteen times what it receives. Similar fig- 
ures could be quoted for Soochow Academy, Mahan 
School, Saint Mary’s Hall, Saint Elizabeth’s Hos- 
pital, Saint Andrew’s Hospital, and the numerous 
boys’ and girls’ schools.” 


The Dinghae School for Boys near Ningpo, with 
550 in attendance and property valued at $300,000, is 
the gift of non-Christian Chinese to the American 
Baptist Mission. Piu-ching (“The Encouragement 


of Sound Learning’) is the name of a splendid boys’ 
academy in Canton. It was opened thirty years ago by 
Chinese converts of the Southern Baptist mission, to 
give a Christian education to the childrden of Chris- 
tian families, and for years struggled with a variety 
of difficulties. Now it has become one of the three 
leading Christian boys’ schools in South China, is 
controlled and managed by the Chinese, and has over 
a thousand students, half -of whom are Christians, 
from the best Chinese homes. There are: seventy-five 
teachers, and but three-of these are salaried from 
America. One man gives all his time to Bible teach- 
ing and to leading the students in Christian work. 
In short, a flourishing Christian institution! And 
the most remarkable fact of recent occurrence is that 
its president, Mr. K. Wong, a man of great 
ability and keen, noble face, has just raised from the 
Chinese in America for school expansion the sum of 
$150,000. 

I may add that a campaign is now being success- 
fully pushed among American Chinese for the endow- 
ment of the True Light Middle School for Girls in 
Canton, Chinese merchants in San Francisco, Seattle, 
Vancouver, Chicago, New York, and Havana are re- 
sponding splendidly. The Chinese-American press is 
playing its part in stirring up interest in the project, 
and it is certain that the $70,000 required will be 
forthcoming from this source. For enlightened Chi- 
nese no longer think of girls after the fashion of the 
rhyme in the Chinese Mother Goose: 

We keep a dog to watch the house, 
And a pig is useful, too, 

We keep a cat to catch a mouse, 
But what can we do with a girl like you? 


The Sudan United Mission, English in origin, has 
taken a strong hold on the interests and affections of 
the people of Denmark. There are eleven distinct 
foreign missionary organizations in the Danish State 
Church. Of these the Danish Missionary Society 
now a century old, easily leads with its 118 mission- 
aries in China and India. The Sudan Mission is the 
youngest, but is already second largest, and is growing 
at a pace more rapid than the others, including even the 
Danish Missionary Society. This branch of the 
Sudan United Mission began working in 1913 with 
three missionaries. Now it has twenty-five on the 
field and eight candidates in training. 

The Inner Mission of the Danish Church is a large 
group of awakened Christians in whom the missionary 
spirit burns brightly. It supports about two hundred 
evangelists at home, who conduct missions in mission 
halls over the country. It it this evangelical party 
in the State Church which has taken the Sudan on its 
heart. About three hundred auxiliaries have been 
formed, consisting of people who agree to meet at 
least once a month to pray for the mission. Twenty- 
four of these are in Copenhagen churches. A training 
institute at Hundborg was started in 1917. This gives 
a thorough education, and is uncompromisingly evan- 
gelical. 

The Sudan United Mission is a faith mission. Its 
last report says, “It has been able to close its accounts 
each year with all liabilities met.” It is planned to 
connect the thirteen stations in the Western Sudan 
with the three in the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan. The 
Dutch Reformed Church of South Africa has under- 
taken the evangelization of a large tribe in connection 
with this scheme, and operates two stations. The 
Christian and Missionary Alliance and the Pentecostal 
League have entered into the great gap lying south of 
Timbuctu and west of Northern Nigeria. A recent 
survey of the French Central Sudan was warmly re- 
ceived by the people resident there, one chief actually 
offering a thousand francs for a copy of the Bible 
in Arabic. 


When a Prize-Fighter Wouldn’t Fight.—There is 
a converted brigand in the Tsinan Presbyterian 
Church, “a bull-necked bravo,” who might well fit 
into the mustering in Vachel Lindsay’s “General 
Booth.” “I always knocked everything out,” says 
this man, who fought in fifty engagements and now is 
tamed by the Gospel. “Some weeks ago he came to 
church with four livid scratches on the side of his 
thick-set neck. A tough had dared him to fight, and 
got the answer, “No matter what you say or call me, 
I won't fight you.” Too proud to fight — for Christ’s 
sake. His opponent opened his neck with his heavy 
dirty nails. But the ex-brigand’s self-control stood 
the test. A little later the bully was brought into 
court on a false charge, and our twice-born China- 
man was able, as it happened, to offer the evidence 
which secured his release. 


_A Peking rugmaker, delivering his wares at a_mis- 
sion home, obtained instruction concerning Christ 


crucified, and, coming again and again, was finally 
added to the church. He closed his shop on Sundays 
and prospered. “One day,” writes Mrs. Gaston, of 
Laichowfu, in Home and Foreign Fields, “an Ameri- 
can rug dealer came to his door and asked to see 
rugs. “I am sorry,” said the rugmaker, “but I do 
not sell rugs on Sunday.” The dealer insisted, but 
the rugmaker politely refused, and he went away in 
anger. Later he reflected that a Chinaman who was 
so conscientious would deal fairly in business, so he 
returned Monday and placed a large order. 

“From an early time in his Christian experience the 
rugmaker decided that if he aimed to keep the Royal 
Law he must find some practical way of helping his 
neighbor. 

“Circumstances brought to his attention a crippled 
boy. He took him home and taught him rugmaking. 
Later other cripples were found, and helped in the 
same way. As business increased, orphans and other 
poor boys were given employment and_ kindly 
treated. At present ninety boys are employed. Five 
are crippled, and, but for the kindness of the rug- 
maker, would be hopeless -beggars. Twenty of the 
boys are orphans. The more experienced are making 
rugs for queens to walk upon. 

“Worship is held daily in this Christian workshop, 
and the sound of Gospel hymns floats into neighbor- 
ing windows. The rugmaker has inscribed his princi- 
ples on his business cards: 

“To prosper education though the useful arts. 

“To preach the Gospel to the poor and to help 
them by means of manufacture. 

“It is our desire that others follow our example.” 

Mission Incidents.—It is hard for those of Chris- 
tian upbringing to realize the psychological misery 
of heathenism. An aged Korean woman was asked: 

“What benefits have you received from faith in 
Jesus?” 

“Many,” came the reply. “I will tell you of one, 
though you may not think it important as I do. Be- 
fore I was’a Christian I never slept through a night 
without starting up and lying awake, sweating with 
fear lest the evil spirits were bringing’some disaster 
on our family or property. Now, when the sun sets 
I commit family and possessions all to God, lie down, 
and sleep clear through till morning.” 


“Do you not regret sometimes having given up 
your little shrine and incense-burning?” was asked of 
a converted Chinese woman. “Regret!” she exclaimed. 
“You know little of the torment of it. Every freak 
of the burning incense betokens some shortcoming 
and demands more kneeling, more chanting, more 
incense,” 

“And now?” I said. 

“Now Jesus has taken all my sins away.” 


The beginnings of a mass movement among the 
Mendis of Sierra Leone is reported. That among the 
Ashanti is described in a British Colonial report. 
There were nearly fifteen thousand converts in 1921. 


The Hmars are a new tribe on the confines of In- 
dia and Burma, who are accepting the Gospel. They 
dwell to the north of the Lushai, and are spirit wor- 
shippers, ever in fear, who rear pigs, goats, and 
fowls, only in order to sacrifice them to the phantoms 
of evil. Welsh Presbyterians working in Assam 
-evangelized them for years without result, save in a 
family here or there. Now they are learning to read, 
and the Bible Society has the Word for them in their 
own tongue, at least in part. Hundreds of them are 
interested, and a break seems imminent. 

Dahomey in French West Africa has but a single 
pioneer mission,— that of the English Methodists,— 
yet in late years there has been a distinct movement 
towards Christ. The Protestant community numbers 
something like eight thousand, of whom 1,600 are full 
communicants. In view of the coolness of French 
officialdom towards Protestant missions, it has been 
thought best to associate two Frefich Protestants with 
the work,— M. Lethel and M. Alfred Westphal. M. 
Westphal is the son of the distingnished theologian, 
Professor Alexandre Westphal, one of the leading 
figures in contemporary French Protestantism. He 
is a man of fine training, a graduate in law and also 
of the Ecole des Missions de Paris. Professor West- 
phal preached the dedication sermon in a recent serv- 
ice in the Eglise de l’Etoile, Paris, at which his gifted 
son was set apart for this missionary service. 

The Sumus of Nicaragua are a backward tribe of 
Indians, much oppressed even by the degraded Mos- 
quito indians, who enslave them, and often poison 
them. Yet there is no respect of persons, and among 
these wholly insignificant folk the Spirit of God seems 
to be working. Mr. Schram, a Moravian mission- 
ary, writes to The Proceedings of the Society for 
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Propagating the Gospel that he was astonished to 
receive some time ago a visit of a Sumus delegation 
from the far interior. They stated that they had 
built a church and a house for a visiting missionary, 
and now wanted instruction, They could not reckon 
time, so he gave them a string with twenty-one knots 
in it, telling them to loosen one each day, and that 
when the string was knot free again to meet him at 
a designated place for the journey. At time and place 
the Sumus leaders appeared, and after an arduous trip 
Mr. Schram reached their home on the Waspuk River. 
The meeting-house was on a little knoll, Home-made 
benches had been provided. “On Sunday we gathered 
outside and opened the house in the name of the 
Triune God. Fifty-two men and boys and fifty-four 
women and girls were present. Then followed two 
weeks of persistent training, for learning is a new 
process to these children of the wild. Three times 
a day they met for instruction in the Lord’s Prayer, 
in singing of the old hymns, “The Great Physician 
Now is Near” and the like, and for teaching in the 
elements of Christian belief. So another bit of un- 
tilled soil is being broken up for the good seed of the 
Kingdom. ‘ 
New Hampton, N. H. 








What the Victorious Life 
Conference Meant to Me 

















The following letter was written by a young business 

woman of large executive responsibilities in a national 

= organization, after attending the conference at Stony 
Brook last month. 


the past twelve years are the Bible and missionary 

conferences which I have attended, but the Vic- 
torious Life Conference at Stony Brook has burned 
a peace deep in my heart and life which I believe time 
itself cannot dim. 

It is only a few days since we stood with clasped 
hands at the last service singing “Blest be the Tie 
That Binds,” but even that wonderful fellowship and 
the whole blessed atmosphere of Stony Brook fades 
away and I see but one outstanding fact: a revelation 
of God quite different: from anything I have ever 
known. Before speaking of this, however, may I men- 
tion three things which seem to me to give the Vic- 
torious Life Testimony a place quite separate and 
distinct from that of other conferences. 

1, The emphasis given to prayer; the prayer groups 
with the prayer for cleansing, the prayer of interces- 
‘sion, the prayer for help in: our individual problems. 

2. The permanent necessity of understanding and 
knowing God’s Word. 

3. The fact Christ living in us, upheld in every 
message, who gives us the definite call to go and 
tell others. 

God is so generous in meeting our varied needs and 
our different temperaments! I realized this in talking 
with one after another after the meetings. And how 
marvelous this fellowship was, and how every one 
loved every one else! 

To one, a certain message filled the tired heart with 
the peace it craved. To another, the great theme 
“What Think Ye of Christ?” as Dr. Griffith Thomas 
fave proof and reason upon reason for the faith 
that is in us, satisfied the intellect as well as the 
heart. Again, a deeper love for Christ was aroused 
by Mr. Legter’s heart-searching talk. And the Vic- 
torious Life message each morning was a challenge, 
loving but probing, which had to be met. 

The Vesper Services seemed to me to say, This is 
how it works. 

Those three young men testified convincingly to the 
power of the Christ who worked for them in busi- 
ness, in school, in difficult situations, and of His com- 
plete sufficiency when their struggles had ceased. 
Mrs. Young’s burning love for her Lord and her 
obedience to the call to intercession and sacrifice I 
shall never forget. And Mrs. Borton’s appeal for 
sacrificial prayer —how poor and meaningless I felt 
my prayers to have been in all the years. 

Then there was a new note of real joy in this con- 
ference for me, when I was led to help one or two 
girls who had problems, and who wanted help in 
praying them through. 

But the revelation of the power of the Holy Spirit 
came only after a day and a half of darkness. Every- 
thing grew black, and I was as though separated 
from every one on the grounds. A veil seemed drawn 
between me and my Saviour, and everything I had 
ever experienced of God's love, of answered prayer, 
of the peace which he had given in territble affliction 
—all this was swept from my remembrance, and I 
said, “It is all a fairy tale; this is not a sensible plan 
of salvation.” I'd never experienced anything like 
this before, and the awfulness of unbelief staggered 
me, and I knew, then, that if this continued I would 


Tite most precious landmarks in my life during 
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lose my dearest possession—my faith, and that I 
should no longer want to live. 

But even in my fright I knew that no teacher er 
missionary could help me— then the promise came to 
me that “the Comforter ... shall teach you all things 
and bring all thimgs to your remembrance.” I went 
out alone, and for two hours that night I asked the 
Holy Spirit to reveal himself to me. 

I can’t tell you how, for it was by no process of 
reasoning, but the cloud was lifted, and before I went 
to sleep it was with the peace that passeth all under- 
standing in my heart. Was this an attack of Satan? 
Why this should have been my experience in the 
midst of exaltation I do not understand. I only know 
that nothing in life seems so appalling as the hope- 
lessness of a life without Christ, and that I must 
help those who do not know him to see him; also, 
that there are powers of darkness that I had never 
reckoned with, and now I want to know what the Bible 
says about Satan,! and what it says to those who 
have doubts. Many girls have come to me with ques- 
tions I have been unable to answer, but God’s Word, 
I believe, can clear away any doubt. But I must 
know the Word as it will be revealed by the Holy 
Spirit, and I now have a better idea of what the 
supernatural as against the natural can do. 

P. S.—I didn’t mention two other facts which are 
a part of the “burned in” impression of this con- 
ference. The surreider, of the leaders and workers 
of their time, and sleep, and energy, and very life, 
had it been necessary, to help some one else to “round 
the corner.” 

Then every message given from the platform or in 
study group had in it the element of decision; one 
was brought up short and forced to think. You 
couldn’t get away from it. Your own heart and life 
were laid bare before you in a way you would never 
have thought possible. 





1The book entitled “Satan,” by Lewis Spcfry -Chafer, 
offers just the Scriptural light needed by this young 
woman and many others. It is published by The Sunday 
School Times Company at $1. 
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For Keswick’s Auditorium 


ART of the remarkable thank offering of the Stony 

Brook Victorious Life’ Conference, amounting to 
more than $7,000, as was reported in the account of 
the Conference in The Sunday School Times last week, 
“Prayer and the Holy Spirit at Stony Brook,” was 
definitely designated for a new Auditorium to be 
erected on the grounds at Keswick, N. J. This place 
is being prepared to become the center where shall 
annually be held the Eastern Victorious Life Confer- 
ence every “third full week in July.” 

Readers of The Sunday School Times have been in- 
formed of the progress of the work on Victory Hall, 
which is now entirely under cover of the new roof. 
A new water tank has been installed, among other im- 
provements, but one of the crying needs is of course 
a good Auditorium, which can be erected at a cost of 
$10,000. Pledges to the amount of $4,000 and cash 
to the amount of $101 were given at Stony Brook for 
this building. Previous gifts to the regular equipment 
fund of Keswick amount in cash and pledges to $17,- 
458.86, so that the total Keswick gifts now amount 
to $21,559.86. 

It is the conviction of the Victorious Life Coun- 
cil that God will use Keswick as a great center for 
sound Bible conferences in the future, in addition to 
the Victorious Life Conference itself. Contributions 
or pledges for finishing the Keswick equipment may be 
sent to B. F. Culp, Treasurer, 80 Stafford Building, 
1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, and apon request 
pamphlets will be sent showing the wonderful natural 
beauties of the place. 


od 
Calendar of Conferences 


Many have expressed a desire to be kept informed of, 
and to pray for, meetings addressed by members or 
speakers of the Victorious Life Testimony. It will be 
noted that some of the meetings here listed are Victorious 
Life Conferences, conducted by the Victorious Life Testi- 
mony, while other meetings here listed: are not in con- 
nection with such conferences, but are addressed by indi- 
vidual speakers of the Victorious Life Testimony. 


Keswick, N. J., August 31 to September 3.—Week-end Vic- 
torious Life Conference. The rate for board and room from 
Friday evening to Monday evening will be $6, and from 
Saturday afternoon to Monday evening will be $4. The 
registration fee of $1 may be sent to Addison C. Raws, 
Keswick Grove, N. J. The accommodations are limited, 
and as soon as vacancies are filled, registrations must 
necessarily be refused. 


Dr. Griffith Thomas’ Engagements 
Winona Lake, Ind., August 22-26.—Bible Conference. 


New York City, September 16—Fourth Presbyterian 
Church (morning service only). 
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Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 














Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, No 
mames or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are toe 
Personal for an answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return pestage is enclosed. : 


_Dear Mother Ruth: Will you please give me a few sugges- 
tions as to how a -year-old girl should spend the 

th Day? 

I am a Christian and attend service at least twice during 
the day. Because of weak eyes I cannot doa great deal 
of reading, aid, as you know, a girl wants some physical 
exercise. 

Do you think outdoor games like croquet, played in a 
nice, quiet way, would be all right?—ONE WHO DESIRES 
TO DO THE RIGHT. 


Y PEAR GIRL, “Weighed in the balance, and 

found wanting’! You would not want that said 
of you, would you? Evidently the Spirit has been talk- 
ing to you, hasn’t he? He is a great teacher if we 
will only let him be! We are promised the path shall 
be made plain to us, and “A wayfaring man, though a 
fool, need not err therein.” What we need more than 
anything else is to be in deep earnestness and be will- 
ing to do God’s way when we see it. 

Ask yourself the question, would you like to have 
Christ come, on some Sabbath, and find you playing 
croquet? Would you feel he could delight himself in 
your occupation? You know, my dear, God is not very 
far off,—“He is nigh thee,”and will whisper to you, and 
tell you the thing which you can do with him! He is 
your companion, always, if you will let him be, but he 
will not take part in anything that will not honor and 
keep his day holy. 

Nobody need tell you how to spend the day, for he 
will tell you himself, won’t he? Be sure that you can 
“rejoice in the Lord” in all that you do! Oh, my dear 
girl, God loves you so, do only that which will cause 
you to grow nearer to him, so that when Monday morn- 
ing comes it will find you refreshed,—I mean so re- 
freshed in soul that you will be filled with a vigor that 
can only come from a soul that is renewed in the Lord 
Jesus Christ! 





Dear Mother Ruth: I notice a good many girls think 
their problem is the most peculiar of any. Now I know mine 
is! I am one that cannot see the fitness of women in 
politics. I do not even like to see her in commercial life. 
I think her place is in the home! And yet I have to trudge 
daily to and fro to office life, with no prospect of anything 
different coming my way. I am not morose or sulky as I 
go, neither am I satisfied. I don’t think I am a very ardent 
Christian, but I do go to church and Sunday-school, and 
want to be right with God. 

Now I want to know, am I all wrong? Should I try to 
fall in line with the “New Woman” of this age? Should I 
cultivate the mannish attitude and the independent spirit, 
or shall I go on with my real self, disliking these things ?— 
STUDENT OF THE TIMES. 


Y DEAR STUDENT, I am delighted with much 
of your letter! I am very symathetic with it, 
for I agree with so much of it. 

It is too bad we must take the world as it is, and not 
as God would have it. I do not believe God planned 
for women to go into politics. I too believe God in- 
tended her for the home. Not that I believe it is a 
question of who has the most brains, for we find that 
brains are not a question of sex, but of individuals. 

In the Bible we are taught that “man is the head of 
the wife” (Eph. 5), but the admonition is that the life 
shall be lived in love. This is being lost sight.of, and 
the spirit of egotism is alive in the world, and very 
catching. I have said before in these columns that 
home is the nucleus of our civilization, and as we 
depart from the home,—the Christian home, — our 
doom is sure. - 

That you have been forced into commercial life 
is an outcome of the times, in general. But I take it 
that you are not letting God have the acknowledged 
right of way in your life. Is that correct? Then you 
are subject to all these things, because you order your 
own way. Oh, my “Student o% the Times,” you need 
a God to control your life, by your own permission |! 
And at your own request! You see that these experi- 
ments in life are not working out the results expected, 
and so you are wondering what path you should 
follow. I am so glad that you are stopping to think! 

No, don’t be mannish, is my advice. God meant 
you to be a woman, with a woman’s heart, and not pre- 
tend you are something you are not. Be true to your- 
self! Be natural! Cultivate? Yes, cultivate the best 
gifts of God, and follow him, and listen to the Spirit's 
teaching, and you will find you will not be led into any 
egotism, but will rather prefer the “ornament of a 
meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God ag 
great price” (1 Peter 3:4). 
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“Christian Fundamentals’ Sunday-School Lessons 























S WAS editorially announced in The Sunday 
School Times of May 26, the new Course of 
Sunday-school Lessons prepared by the Chris- 

tian Fundamentals Association will be treated regu- 
larly in the Times commencing with the first lesson of 
October. Following its custom of many years, which 
gives the Sunday-school lesson two weeks in advance 
of the date of the issue containing it, this means that 
the first lesson, of Sunday, October 7, will appear in 
The Sunday School Times*of September 22. - 

It is to be noted carefully that these new plans mean 
no interference whatsoever with the time-tested and 
almost universally used International Uniform Lessons, 
which will continue to have the chief place of treat- 
ment and exposition in The Sunday School Times. 
Indeed, editorial plans have now been made for en- 
riching the Times department of helps on the Uniform 
Lessons, and readers will continue to find in that de- 
partment the writers who have become loved friends 
through their long co-operation in service,— such as 
Dr. Griffith Thomas (in an enlarged and strengthened 
treatment of the lesson), Mr. Ridgway, Wade C. 
Smith, and the many other lesson features that are 
eagerly looked for each week. There will be sur- 
prises also in the way of additions to the staff of 
Uniform Lesson writers,—new writers and new 
features of ‘great value. 

But in addition to this Uniform Lesson department 
will appear also, in every issue, the eagerly awaited 
“Whole-Bible Sunday-school Lesson Course,” with al- 
most a full page of rich helps to its study and teach- 
ing. Some Sunday-schools may wish to use the Uni- 
form Lessons in certain classes or departments, and 
the Whole-Bible Lessons in other departments. Again, 
individual readers will find blessing in personal study 
of the Whole-Bible Course quite apart from any Sun- 
day-school connection. 

The new Lesson Course will cover the whole Bible 
more comprehensively, probably, than any other Sun- 
day-school lesson course ever offered. And the helps 
to be provided in The Sunday School Times will show 
how to “Use Your Bible More” as you follow this 
course. 

The first studies in the Whole-Bible Course in- 
clude practically the whole of Genesis, the wonder- 
ful book of beginnings, the seed-plot of the entire 
Bible. Dr. Frank W. Lange, Professor of Church 
and Bible History, Bible Geography and Missions in 
the Philadelphia School of the Bible, who combines 
a thorough knowledge of the Sunday-school in all 
its activities with a real gift in Bible teaching, will 
guide the readers of the Times through the riches 
of the book, 

The teachers of children will be guided in their use 
of the Whole-Bible Course in the Elementary Depart- 
ment of the Sunday-school by Miss Kate Tariton, in 
a brief article evéry week in The Sunday School 
Times. Miss Tarlton is Elementary Superintendent 
of the great Sunday-schoot (the attendance of 
which is over six thousand) of the First Baptist 
Church of Fort Worth, Texas. 

But remember, these various lesson helps, both on 
the Whole-Bible Course and on the International Uni- 
form Lessons, have only one purpose: that you may 
“Use Your Bible More.” If you are already in a Sun- 
day-school where Bibles only are used by members and 
teachers of the classes during the Sunday-school ses- 
sion, and where real blessing has come through 
using lesson helps less and the Bible more, will you 
write a letter to the Editor of The Sunday School 
Times, telling how this improvement was made, and 
just what results and blessings have been seen as 
the result? 


The Whole-Bible Sunday-School Lesson Course 


In offering this Outline of Lessons which covers the 

Old Testament in eighteen months, beginning October 
I, 1923, the Lesson Committee have followed the out- 
line prepared by T. C. Horton, Superintendent of the 
Bible Institute of Los Angeles, entitled “A Bird’s-Eye 
View of the Old’ Testament.” In this outline, Old 
Testament history is divided into ten periods, and the 
principal: persons, places, events, and doctrines are 
grouped under these ten periods in such a way that 
they can be easily memorized. 
_ The Lesson Committee recommends that this out- 
line (which can be obtained from Biola Book Room, 
Los Angeles, at 10 cents per copy, $6 per hundred) 
be used in connection with these lessons, — the outline 
for each period to be memorized and recited by the 
pupils during the time the lessons in that particular 
period are being studied. This will give them a com- 
prehensive view of the Old Testament, as a whole, 
which can be obtained in no other way. 

It will be noted that more time has been devoted to 
the Book of Genesis than to any other of the Old 
Testament books, and this has been done designedly. 
In order thoroughly to understand God’s program for 





the nations and the ages, it is essential to know the 
foundation truths of the Bible, and these are all found 
in Genesis (the Book of Beginnings), which contains 
the prophecies, predictions, and covenants in connection 
with God’s plan for the human race. 

The ideal method of class study is from the Bible 
itself. Whatever helps the teacher or pupils may use 
in the study of the lesson during the week should be 
left at home on Sunday, and the Bible and the Bible 
only be used in the class. ‘ 

The use of a blackboard greatly facilitates the teach- 
ing of the lesson, especially when using the outline 
method, and every class should be provided with one if 
possible. 

It is very difficult to do justice to the teaching of the 
lesson in’a period shorter than forty-five minutes. 
Therefore the opening and closing exercises should be 
as brief and pointed as possible, cutting out all non- 
essentials, and every moment possible be devoted to the 
one thing,—that of impressing upon the mind and 
heart the vital, fundamental truths contained in the 
portion of Scripture assigned for the lesson. 

It will be noted that in this rapid survey of the Old 
Testament it has been necessary to include several 
chapters, and sometimes an entire book, in one lesson. 
The teacher will, of course, read not only the chapters 
covered by the lesson, but the intervening Scripture as 
well, encouraging the class to do the same. In this 
way the context and setting of the principal events and 
doctrines to be emphasized will be clearly understood. 

One of the greatest factors in establishing and main- 
taining a live, successful, and growing Sunday-school 
is the Teachers’ Meeting to be held once a week, af- 
fording an opportunity for prayer and conference, and, 
above all, for the teaching of the lesson for the follow- 


ing Sunday by the pastor, the superintendent, or some’ 


other competent person. 

There is a wonderful inspiration in having the whole 
school, from the youngest to the oldest member, study- 
ing the same passage of Scripture at the same time. 
From the material offered for each lesson it is al- 
ways ‘possible to find some portion especially adapted 
to every age. 

While the presence of any sort of lesson helps in 
the class, other than the Bible itself, is to be discour- 
aged, yet the use of sound, evangelical expositions of 
the lesson in preparing for the class period is very 
helpful, and such expositions of “The Whole-Bible 
Lesson Course” will be found in a number of publica- 
tions which are true to the fundamentals of the faith. 
In this connection we give the following excerpt from 
the report of the Lesson Committee: 

In presenting this, we offer no criticism of other exist- 
ing courses, but propose a course of consecutive, compre- 
hensive, and conservative Bible study. And we recog- 
nize that this course may properly be used in schools in 
which other courses also are used in different departments. 
We commend it as a suitable course for individual study 
by those who are not connected with a Sunday-school. 


A leaflet giving the following list of lessons may 
be had from the Biola Book Room, Los Angeles, Cal., 
at 5 cents a copy, or $3 a hundred. 

First Period.—Adam to Noah (Creation to Deluge) 

1923 Genesis 
. Oct. 7—The perfection of Creation ...... Chaps. 1, 2 


iol 


7.—The perfection of Creation 


2. Oct. 14.—The Passing of the Sceptre from 
Adam to Satan (emphasizing 
Gen. 3:15 as the key verse 
of Genesis and of the entire 
SED sh-cnkntusddscbaeeosenncssionscs ...Chap. 3 
3. Oct. 21.—True and False Worship .........s..+0 Chap. 4 
Second Period.—Noah to Abraham 
4. Oct. 28—The Flood; the Promise (Rain- 
bow) the Dispersion ..........+ Chaps. 6-11 
Third Period.—Abraham to Moses 
5s. Nov. 4.—The Abrahamic Covenant .......... Chaps. 12-14 
6. Nov. 11.—Restatement of Abrahamic Cov- 
GNOME ns cccccnecdescanneesss oetocee Chaps. 15-17 
7. Nov. 18.—Promise of Birth of Isaac, and 
Destruction of Sodom and Go- 
GORGE 5 3.056 0d0506505000k0652020 Chaps. 18, 19 
8. Nov. 25.—Birth and Offering of Isaac ..... Chaps. 21, 22 
@ Dec. - Rem A TSIGS TOS TAGRES cece ccccccccccccccccss Chap. 24 
10. Dec. 9.—The Stolen Blessing ............. Chaps. 27, 2 
11. Dec. 16.—Jacob’s Experience at Haran ..... Chaps. 29-31 
12, Dec. 23.—Jacob the Supplanter ............ Chaps. 32, 33 
13. Dec. 30.—Joseph Hated and Rejected ..... Chaps. 37, 39, 40 








That there are at least 5,000 adherents of the 
strange Oriental Bahaist cult in the United States, 
as it increases its propaganda in America, is one 
fact brought out in a series of four articles whose 
publication will begin in next week’s issue of The 
Sunday School Times. Under the general title of 
“My Experience in the Bahaist Movement,” a 
Christian woman will relate how she was captured 
by this curious Eastern mysticism, but later deliv- 
ered from it, by the power of God. 





1924 y 
Jan. 6—Pharaoh’s Dream .........ss0+....Chaps. 41, -42 
ees MOND BOD: ccncsdiccecévecesadecs +--Chaps. 43-45 
Jan. 20.—Joseph the Ruler ...........0005 ++eChaps. 46-50 
Fourth Period.— Moses to Joshua 
Exodus 
. Jan. 27.—Israel’s Bondage ..... wonsese eeeese «-»-<Chaps. 1-4 
Feb. 3.—The Nine Plagues .....csccccosccces Chaps. 5-10 
EN ea errr Chaps. 11-13 
. Feb. 17.—God’s Divine Provision of Bread 
CE WP “isn 0scxcdsensese amide Chaps. 14-19 
. Feb. 24.—The Giving of the Law .............. Chap. 20 
b BERS, BrHEMO TERCPROGIS «cccccceccccccsccccces Chaps. 25-27 
. Mar. 9.—The Priesthood and Offerings ........ Chap. 2 
Leviticus 
. Mar>16.—The Five Offerings ..... eeesceoccsese Chaps. 1-7 
. Mar. 23—The Day of Atonement ...........++++ Chap. 16 
Numbers 
Mar. 30.—Christ in Numbers (emphasizing 
the Brazen Serpent, the Rock, 
the Cities of Refuge) ........... Chaps. 15-36 
Fifth Period.—Joshua to Judges 
Joshua 
. Apr. 6—Conquest of Canaan ......+...++00+++-Chaps. 1-§ 
. Apr. 13.—Conquest of Jericho ....... spctnenemnend Chap. 6 
» BCS OBA ROERE GRE BE cscivecsecccecenicses Chaps. 7, 8 
. Apr. 27.—Subjection and Division of the 
LORE cccccccsccccss eoness Kecoeence Chaps. 9-20 
Sixth Period.—Judges to Saul 
Judges 
31. May 4.—Deborah and Barak ..........+. seeesChaps. 1-§ 
g2. May 11.—Gideon ........eeeeeeeees $6se00 cocccosanaps. 6, 7 
33- May 18.—Samson  ,..sseseeceeveers occcccccccesGMe. 28°50 
; Ruth 
May 25.—The Book of Ruth ......seseeeeeee+ssChaps. 1-4 
1 Samuel 
. June 1.—Call and Commission of Samuel ..Chaps. 1-3 
. June 8—Capture of the Ark ...ccescccseseeess Chaps. 4-7 
. June 15.—Life of Saul ..........+ os¥eanteveesoon Chaps. 8-12 
38. June 22.—Saul’s Downfall ..........seeeeeeees Chaps. 13-15 
. June 29.—David and Goliath ..........seeeee Chaps. 16, 17 
. July 6—David and Jonathan ............++. Chaps. 18-21 
. July 13.—David’s Exile .......sceceeeeeeeeeees Chaps. 22-24 
July 20—Sin and Sentence of Saul ........ Chaps. 26-31 
Seventh Period 
2 Samuel 
. July 27—David Becomes King of Judah ...... Chaps. 1-4 
. Aug. 3.—War with the Philistines ......... Chaps. 5, 6 
. Aug. 10.—The Davidic Covenant ...........-.. Chaps. 7-10 
46. Aug. 17.—David’s Sin and Repentance ..... Chaps. 11, 12 
. Aug. 24.—Absalom’s Rebellion ............+++ Chaps. 15-19 
. Aug. 31.—David’s Sin in Numbering Israel ..... Chap. 2% 
1 Kings 
. Sept. 7.—Solomon Made King .........sseeeees Chaps. 1-3 
. Sept. 14.—Building of the Temple ............ Chaps. - 5-6 
. Sept. 21.—The Apostasy of Solomon .......... Chaps. 9-11 
Eighth Period.—Divided Kingdom 
(a) Kingdom of Israel 
(b) Kingdom of Judah 
. Sept. 28.—The Division of the Kingdom ....Chaps. 12-16 
. Oct. 5.—Elijah at Mt. Carmel ............ Chaps. 17, 18 
. Oct, 12—Elijah at Horeb ......ccseseeceseees Chaps. 19-22 
2 Kings 
. Oct. 19.—Translation of Elijah, and Call 
OF THORS .ccccccccccccccccccsocsece Chaps. 1, 2 
. Oct. 26.—Ministry of Elisha ........seceseess Chaps. 3, 4 
. Nov. 2—Healing of Naaman ........ccseccseeseres Chap. 5 
. Nov. 9.—Further Ministry of Elisha ......... Chaps. 6-8 
5s OU. BARBER TO ceccccccccscscccvccsces Chaps. 9, 10 
. Nov. 23.—Joash, Athaliah, and Jehoiada ...Chaps. 11, 12 
. Nov. 30.—Death of Elisha to Death of Ahaz .Chaps. 13-16 
. Dec. 7.—Israel’s Downfall and Captivity ...... Chap. 17 
. Dec. 14.—Hezekiah’s Good Reign ...........+. Chaps. 18-20 
. Dec. 21.—Manasseh and Josi —...ssseseeeees Chaps, 21-23 
. Dec. 28.—Judah’s Downfall and Captivity .Chaps. 24, 25 


Ninth Period.—Captivity 





(Note.—The events connected with the Captivity and 
the Restoration are so intermingled that it is diffi- 
cult to separate them. However, under the period of 
the Captivity would properly come the Lessons 71 
and 72 (Book of Esther), Lesson 76 (Daniel). Lessons 
66, 67, and 68 which, while occurring during the Cap- 
tivity, yet are the beginning of the Restoration, we 


have included under the Tenth Period.) 
Tenth Period.—Restoration 


1925 Ezra 
Jan. 4.—Two Decrees of Cyrus and Darius .Chaps. 1-5 
. Jan. 11.—Confirmation of Decrees ............ Chaps. 6-10 
Nehemiah 
. Jan. 18—Nehemiah’s Call .........ccceeeeceees Chaps. 1-3 
. Jan. 25.—Restoration of Walls of Jerusalem ..Chaps. 4-7 
. Feb. 1.—Restoration of the Law ........... Chaps. 8-13 
Supplemental 
Esther 
. Feb. 8—Conspiracy of Haman ............+.. Chaps. 1-4 
. Feb. 15.—Esther’s Conquest ......sseeseeeeees Chaps. 5-11 
. Feb. 22.—The Word of God ......cccceesseees Psalm 119 
Isaiah 
. Mar. 1.—The Vision of the Cross .............. Chap. 53 
Jonah 
. Mar. &8—Commission and Command of Jonah .Chaps. 1-4 
Daniel 
b BENS, SR ERIAT SG 4WREGBOEE © idciscccccctcscsss Chaps. 1, 2 
Malachi 
. Mar. 22. —Message of Malachi ....... pekanexeaee Chaps. 1-4 
. Mar. 29.—Habakkuk 





‘ 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Howard A. Banks 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragrappe in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 


Getting Started in Class 


R. SCHOR, the originator of the Palestine Ex- 

hibition in London, tells a good story. “On 

one occasion,” he says, “I happened to be in a 
railway train with a man who had been to St. Paul’s 
Cathedral to hear Mendelssohn's ‘St. Paul.’ I got into 
conversation with him, and he remarked emphatically, 
‘I've never heard of a converted Jew, I’ve never seen 
one, and I shall never meet one!’ I remarked quietly, 
‘That is strange. You have been hearing a work writ- 
ten by a converted Jew about a converted Jew, and 
(I added as I left the train) now you can say you have 
met one, for I am one myself !’”—From the Sunday 
School Chronicle. 


Our Background Material 


The Companion Bible discovers a retnarkable inter- 
relation of the seven church epistles of Paul as shown 
by their “structure” as a whole, based upon the in- 
spired teaching of Paul in 2 Timothy 3:16: “All 
Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profit- 
able for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for in- 
struction.” 

A ROMANS. “Doctrine and Instruction.” The Gospel of 
God: never hidden, but “promised afore.’”’ God's justi- 
fication of Jew and Gentile individually — dead and risen 
with Christ (1-8). Their relation dispensationally (9-11). 
The subjective foundation of the mystery. 

B CORINTHIANS. “Reproof.” Practical failure to ex- 
hibit the teaching of Romans through not seeing their 
standing as having died dnd risen with Christ. 
“Leaven” in practice (1 Cor. 5 : 6). 

C GALATIANS. “Correction.” Doctrinal failure as 
to the teaching of Romans. Beginning with the 
truth of the new nature (“spirit”), they were “soon 
removed” (1:6), and sought to be made perfect in 
the “flesh” (3:3). “Leaven” in doctrine (5:9). 

A EPHESIANS. “Doctrine and Instruction.” The mys- 
tery of God, always hidden, never before revealed. In- 
dividual Jews and Gentiles gathered out and made “one 
new man” in Christ. Seated in the heavenlies with 
Christ. 

B PHILIPPIANS. “Reproof.” Practical failure to ex- 
hibit the teaching of Ephesians in manifesting “the 
mind of Christ’? as members of the one Body. 

. C COLOSSIANS. “Correction.” Doctrinal failure as 

to the teaching of Ephesians. Wrong doctrines 
which come from “not holding the Head” (2: 19) 
and not seeing their completeness and perfection 
in Christ (2 : 8-10). 

A THESSALONIANS. “Doctrine and Instruction.” Not 
only “dead and risen with Christ” (as in Romans); not 
only seated in the heavenlies with Christ (as in Ephe- 
sians); but “caught up to meet the Lord in the air, so 
to be for ever with the Lord.”’ In Romans justified in 
Christ; in Ephesians sanctified in Christ; in Thessa- 
lonians glorified with Christ. No “reproof.” No “cor- 
rection.” All praise and thanksgiving. A _ typical 
Church. 


The epistles of Paul and the other letter writers 
were the fulfilment of our Lord’s prediction in John 
16:13 that the Spirit of Truth would guide into all 
truth. The immature disciples were “not able to bear” 
all the Lord might teach them. The epistle writers 
complete Christ’s teaching, and it is just as much his 
teaching as the words he spoke while on earth. Every 
word of Scripture is for the Christian, but in an espe- 
cial sense the epistles are about him — “all the various 
phenomena which he finds in his experience.” 


The Lesson Itself 

So overwhelming is the material in the way of biog- 
raphy (Acts) and letters (the Pauline epistles) that 
the teacher may well follow the plan of study for 
a thirty-minute lesson provided in the six comprehen- 
sive alliterative words given by Dr. Thomas in The 
Lesson’s Main Message. How the teaching principle 
of Thought Stimulus may be utilized is suggested by 
Dr. Ellis. 

Paul was born and raised in Tarsus, but it is not 
known just how fully he availed himself of the famous 
Greek school there; probably he was well drilled in 
Greek letters, for he three times quotes Greek liter- 
ateurs—Aratus (Acts 17: 18-28), Menander (1 Cor. 
15:33), and Epimenides (Titus 1:12). His education 
was completed under the tutelage of the greatest living 
Jewish teacher and one of the greatest rabbis of all 
history, Gamaliel (Acts 22:3). Paul was, even as 
a hide-bound Jew, a man of powerful convictions, 
and when he got his vision on the Damascus road he 
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Acts 7:54 to 8:3; 9: 





LESSON 10. SEPTEMBER 2. PAUL THE APOSTLE 
I-31; If : 25-30; 13 to 28; Phil. 3: 4-14 ; 
Golden Text.—I press on toward the goal unto the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.—Phil. 3: 14 




















Devotional : Isaiah 6: 1-8. 


Tcforeneg He : Rom. 1: 9°17; 15: 15-21; 2 Cor, 11: 1 to 12: 
Primary Topic: 


‘How Paul Became 
son mo Material : Acts 22 : 3-16. 
Jones ni Yoni hog © What shall I do, Lord fiae 22: 10. 


Paul the 

Lesson Material : Acts 22 : 3-16; Phil. 3: 7°14. 
pen oy ah hom. I 6. ied 
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The. portion of the text indicated by the International 
sson Committee for arating in the lesson helps is 
Acts 22: 3,.6-10; Phil. 3 : 7-14. 


Acts 22:31 am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but 
breught up in this city, at the feet of Gamaliel, instructed 
according to the strict manner of the law cf our fathers, be- 
ing zealous for God, even as ye all are this day. 6 And it 
came to pass, that, as I made my journey, and drew nigh 
unto Damascus, about noon, suddenly there shone from 
heaven a great light round about me. 7 And I fell unto 
the ground, and heard a voice saying unto m<, Saul, Saul, 
phy persecutest thou me? 8 And I answered, Who art 
thou, Lord? And he said unto me, I am Jesus of Nazareth, 
whom thou persecutest. 9 And they that were with me 
beheld indeed the light, but they heard not the voice of 
him that spake to me. 16 And I said, What shall I do, 
Lord? And the Lord said unto me, Arise, and go into 
Damascus; and there it shall be told thee of all things 
which are appointed for thee to do. e 


Philippians 3:7 Howbeit what things were 1 gain to me, 
these have I counted loss for Christ. 8 Yea verily, and I 
count all things to be loss for the excellency of the knowl- 
edge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I suffered the loss 
of all things, and do count them but refuse, that I may 
gain Christ, 9 and be found in him, “not having a 
righteousness of mine own, even that which is of the law, 
but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness 
which is from God “by faith: 10 that I may know him, 
and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of 
his sufferings, becoming conformed unto his death; 11 if by 
any means I may attain unto the resurrection from the 
dead. 12 Not that I have already obtained, or am already 
made perfect: but I press on, if so be that I may ‘lay 
hold on that for which also I was laid hold on by Christ 
Jesus. 13 Brethren, I count not myself © yet *to have laid 
hold: but one thing I do, forgetting the things which are 
behind, and stretching forward to the things which are 
before, 14 I press on toward the goal unto the prize of 
the *high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 7 


4Gr. gains. *%Or, not having as my righteousness 
that which is of the law *Gr. upon. ‘Or. lay hold, 
seeing that also I was laid hold on ®Many ancient 
authorities omit yet. *Or, upward 
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transferred them to the preaching of the Gospel (Dr. 
Thomas, I, 1; Mrs. Askew, 1, 2). 

Destructive criticism to-day has done all that it 
could to explain away the supernatural in the con- 
version of Paul but has failed. Paul never doubted 
his conversion (Family Worship for Tuesday). He 
relates it twice, supplementing Luke’s account (Acts 
22, 26). Because your conversion and mine was not 
as spectacular as Paul’s, it is none the less supernatu- 
ral. When we are regenerated we are born from above 
(John 3:3). How Paul’s conversion may be 
contrasted -with that of the other apostles is brought 
out by Dr. Thomas (I, 2). 

Once getting a sight of our Lord, we will ask, like 
Saul, “What wilt thou have me to do?” (Acts 9:6.) 
And God may not answer fully at once. He did not 
do so with Saul. He told him how to go one step, 
into Damascus, and there more would be told him. 
But once he dedicated his life and gifts to God’s serv- 
ice, he went on from service to service. The Spirit 
spoke to him explicitly about undertaking the first 
missionary journey, and during all of them we are 
constantly reading how the Spirit guided — hindering 
or thrusting forward. And as he followed the Di- 
vine leadings, God gave him wonderful fruitage of his 
ministry (Dr. Thomas, I, 3). 

The rules which an aged saint had set for his daily 
walk were found after his death. They are given in 
the Introduction to Family Worship, and might be 
used with a class of young folks in emphasizing Paul’s 
consecration. 

Paul was a man “of parts.” He was a Greek scholar, 
a Roman citizen, and a Jew “of the strictest sect of the 
Pharisees.” He could think, speak, and write in Greek, 
Latin, and Hebrew. Of all the men who helped to 
give us the Bible, he was perhaps the greatest “scholar,” 
although Moses must have been a close second to him 
(compare Dr. Ellis). To God he -gave all the glory. 
“By the grace of God, I am what I am,” he said (1 
Cor. 15:10). Paul knew the value of concentrating 
(Dr. Thomas, I, 4). May we learn the lesson from 
him, as we ponder this trait. 








The Truth that Is Golden 


“If you will give me an hour every week with the 
Sunday- school lesson, I will take the class you wish 
me to teach,” said a rather world-loving Christian man 
to Dr. Frank Norris, of Fort Worth, Texas. But 
after one hour one week, the young man found Christ 
so sufficient that he did not need Dr. Norris any more. 
‘That Christ may dwell in our hearts by faith; 
that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God” 
(Eph. 3:17, 19). Paul was quickened in his inner 
man on the Damascus road, and he let Christ so abide 
with him that he was always being “strengthened in 
the inner man.” Paul took Christ by an act of faith, 
and the act “became a habit as natural as breathing.” 
And so may it be with us. How communion became 
the secret of Paul’s life of power is shown by Dr. 
Thomas (I, 5). “Christ will do as much for us as we 
will let him do in us,” Dr. A. B. Simpson used to say 
(the Cartoon). 


Teaching Points 


Paul was privileged to discover for the world, by 
the Spirit, the highest mountain peaks of revealed 
truth, one in particular being the secret, hidden from 
past ages, that the Gentiles were, along with the Jews, 
to compose the “body of Christ” (Eph. 3:1-8; Dr. 
Thomas, III, 6). 

Paul is an example of how we may give over to 
God powers of body and mind which we have used for 
evil and transform them into engines of service (Mr. 
Smith). 


Paul’s humility and his love are reflections of the 
Christ he let indwell him (Mrs. Askew, 3, 4). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

What did Paul mean when he said he was as “one 
born out of due time”? (1 Cor. 15:8.) 

Was Paul really dead when he was stoned at Lystra? 


Why could not Paul tell what he saw when he was 
caught up into the third heaven? (2 Cor. 12:2.) 


Have we such a prayer-list as Paul had written on 
his. heart? (Mrs. Askew, 4.) 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 


Vice-President and Prof of Education at Juniata College 








THE PRINCIPLE OF THOUGHT STIMULUS.—Stim- 
ulate thinking and research by setting a problem 
for the class to solve. 











RE there any apparent Scriptural reasons for the 

change of name of Saul of Tarsus to Paul? Was 
his relation to Barnabas justified in the controversy 
about John Mark? With what other noted disciple 
of Jesus did he have a controversy and under what 
circumstances? Who was right? How many ac- 
counts do we have of the conversion of Saul? Do 
they agree in details? Can you reconcile any apparent 
discrepancies? Give reasons why it is impossible to 
account for,this conversion on purely natural or psy- 
chological grounds as they must do who would elim- 
inate the supernatural element from our Christianity. 
Can you see why this conversion has been classed with 
the resurrection of Jesus as the two outstanding facts 
of the history of Christianity? 

Remembering that comparison is a phase of think- 
ing, ask the class to suggest other characters with 
whom Paul may be compared. In all probability Peter 
will be suggested, perhaps Barnabas. It may tax them 
a bit more to suggest some Old Testament character 
to whom he is similar in important respects. Sup- 
pose you ask in that case whther they can suggest 
similarities to Moses. Called to lead God’s people out 
from the nations as Moses led thm from Egypt, the 
type of the world, Paul, who like Moses had enjoyed 
the benefit of thorough educational training, had yet 
to learn in the desert with God as did Moses the wis- 
dom that would enable him to stand before kings. 
What statement of Paul corresponds to the one in 
Hebrews eleven about Moses and the treasures in 
Egypt? Can you recognize any similarity between 
Moses at the burning bush and Saul on the Damascus 
road? Can you follow the analogy any farther? What 
differences suggest themselves? What is the heart 
of the teaching of Paul as revealed in‘his epistles? 


Huntinopon, PA. 


























Lesson for September 2 
Paul the Apostle 





The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. w. H,. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





lL. The Lesson’s Main Message 

Conviction (Acts 7:54 to 8:3). The early life of 
Paul before his conversion is briefly recorded in Acts 
22:3. Then came his strong, persistent, and even 
cruel persecution of Christians (Acts 22:4). It is 
often thought, however, that the sight of Stephen 
made an impression on the young man who held the 
martyr’s clothes (Acts 7:58), and that this is the 
explanation of our Lord’s words to him, “It is hard 
for thee to kick against the goad” (Acts 26:14), 
meaning the effect upon his conscience of what he re- 
membered in connection with Stephen. (1) 

Conversion (Acts 9: 1-31). The story of the actual 
conversion shows that it came through a direct revela- 
tion of the risen and glorified Lord, thereby differing 
froth the other disciples who were led through the 
human, earthly Jesus to a belief in the Deity of their 
Master. Paul, on the other hand, was led from the 
Divine to the human. It is striking that immediately 
he experienced the change he bore his testimony in 
the very place to which he was going as a persecutor 
(v. 20). The astonishment of his hearers was per- 
fectly natural (v. 21), because instead of the destroyer 
was the disciple, instead of the persecutor the preacher. 
The opposition to this new testimony led to Paul going 
to Jerusalem, where there was natural hesitation to 
receive him, not knowing what had happened. But 
Barnabas overcame this difficulty for the new convert. 
and once more Paul boldly testified to his new Master 
and faith, until he was compelled to leave Jerusalem 
for safety (vs. 23-30). (2) 

Consecration (Acts 11: 25-30; 13 to 28). Paul’s 
life of ministry covered about thirty years, of which. 
perhaps twenty-five are included in the book of Acts. 
His first special work was at Antioch with the new 
Gentile Church (11: 25-30). But the time soon came 
when he was called to his special work as Apostle of 
the Gentiles. The three missionary journeys are re- 
corded in Acts 13 to 28, and throughout this work 
we see the magnificent testimony he bore in every 
place, and we also note at each stage the opposition 
he encountered from enemies without and within the 
Church, until at length he was brought as a prisoner 
to Rome. It is only possible to emphasize the out- 
standing features of this life from Antioch (13:1) 
te Rome (28: 31).. (3) 

Concentration (Phil. 3: 4-14). The main point of 
this passage is the singleness and definiteness of the 
Apostle’s aim as he sought to possess and enjoy every- 
thing that was possible in Christ. And yet this coricen- 
tration marked the whole of his life, for whether in 
thought or in effort it could be said of him: “One thing 
I do.” It was this concentration that gave him his 
power in all that he said, wrote, and did. (4) 

Communion (Phil. 3:f0; Gal. 2:20; Phil. 1:,21). 
These passages give the secret of everything the Apos- 
tle was enabled to be and do. He realized his union 
and communion with Christ, and in this lay the secret 
of his safety, strength, and satisfaction (5) 


Devotional Reading: Isaiah 6:1-8. The call of 

Isaiah is a helpful suggestion of the call and life- 
work of the Apostle Paul, covering as it does (1) 
salvation, (2) separation, (3) service. Every verse in 
this story of Isaiah can be helpfully applied to the 
Apostle and to all workers for Christ. 
__ Books.—Among all the books on Acts, special atten- 
tion should be paid to: The Acts, by Walker, in In- 
dian Church Commentaries (Macmillan~Co., New 
York, $1.60); The Acts, by Erdman (Westminster 
Press, Philadelphia, $1); “An Introduction to the 
Book of Acts,” Stifler (Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York, $1); “The Man Paul,” by Speer (Revell, $1) ; 
“Epochs in the Life of Paul,” by A. T. Robertson 
(Chas. Scribner’s Sons, New York, $1.50) ; “Paul and 
the Revolt Against Him,” by Wilkinson (Griffith and 
Rowland, Philadelphia, $1); “The Origin of Paul’s 
Religion,” by Machen (Macmillan, $3, net); “Paul, 
the Interpreter of Christ,” by Robertson (Geo. H. 
Doran Co., New York, $2, net) ; “Paul the Dauntless,” 
by Basil Mathews (Revell, $2.50). Two valuable books 
well worthy of attention, but only obtainable second- 
hand, are: “The Character of St. Paul,” and “The 
Metaphors of St. Paul,” both by Dean Howson. The 
best book on the Life and Epistles of Paul is still the 
old and valued work by Conybeare and Howson, which 
no later book has ever superseded (Doran, $3, net). 


Il. Reference Material 

Romans I 39-17; 15: 15-21; 2 Corinthians 11:1 to 
12:10; 2 Timothy 4. 

The passages given here deal specially with Paul's 
personal experiences and as such illustrate his character. 


1. Romans 1:9-17. Paul’s personal testimony: “I 
thank” (v. 8); “I serve”; “I pray”; “I long”; “I am 


debtor”; “I am ready”; “I am not ashamed.” 
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2. Romans 15: 15-21. Paul's official testimony: (1) 
Divine gift, verse 15; (2) distinct purpose, verse. 16; 
(3) deliberate boasting, verses 17-19; (4) definite aim, 
verses 20, 21. 

3. 2 Corinthians 11:1 to 12:10. Paul’s varied ex- 
periences in his ministry, including sufferings and serv- 
ice. ‘ , 

4. 2 Timothy 4. The closing counsels of a great 
Christian warrior: (1) The solemn charge, verses 1- 
5; (2) the great expectation, verses 6-8; (3) the per- 
sonal characteristics, verses 9-22. 

Ill. The Graded Topics 

1. Intermediate and Senior: Paul the Dauntless. 
The book mentioned above with this title deserves 
careful reading, and the fearlessness of Paul can be 
seen at every stage of his life: As a persecutor (Acts 
22:4, 19, 20); as a convert (Acts 9:20); as a wit- 
ness (Acts 27: 23-25); as a worker (Acts 14: 9-18) ; 
as a sufferer (Phil. 3:8); as a writer (Rom. 9 
to 11); as a teacher (Gal. 2: 1-14). These are only 
single illustrations of what can be found almost every- 
where in Paul’s life and writings. ‘They suggest what 
an old Christian once said to a younger follower of 
Christ: “Fear —not to believe; fear not — to believe.” 


2. Young People and Adults: Paul’s Contribution to 
Christianity. (1) In his life. Peter’s work was to 
proclaim Jesus Christ as Messiah to the Jews of 
Palestine. But there was a danger lest Christianity 
should be associated with Jewish legalism, which meant 
salvation by works. It was Paul’s great duty to keep 
Christianity free by guarding against Jewish narrow- 
ness and maintaining the purity and independence of 
Christianity’ against legalism. Paul had two problems 
in his life: (a) On what terms were Gentiles to be re- 
ceived into the Christian Church? This was solved 
at the Council (Acts 15), which taught that Gentiles 
were to be received into the Church by simple faith 
(vs. 8-11). Then, later on, came the second problem. 
(b) What position were the Gentiles to occupy when 
in the Church? This was solved by the teaching that 
both Jews and Gentiles were to be on a level of equal- 
ity as one body in Christ (Eph. 3: 36). Paul thus may 
be said to have made it possible for Christianity to 
become the universal religion. (2) By his writings. 
The Epistles of Paul are among the most important of 
the New Testament teachings of Christianity and show 
in various ways the different yet connected aspects of 
truth, covering the Person of Christ (Colossians), the 
Work of Christ (Romans. and Galatians), the Church 
of Christ (Corinthians, Ephesians, Timothy, and 
Titus), and the Coming of Christ (Thessalonians). 
Thus, ‘Paul may be said to have made the greatest con- 
tribution to Christianity which has hitherto been 
known, and everything is associated with union and 
communion with Christ. (6) 

IV. The Heart of the Lesson 

The Golden Text points forward, telling of Paul’s 
aim as a Christian. It is concerned not with salvation, 
but with the “prize” or reward of service which he 
wanted to obtain. In his closing words (2 Tim. 4:7), 
he looks back and is able to say that he has obtained 
that for which he was striving according to. Philip- 
pians 3:14, and in these words he shows what he 
himself was and what every Christian ought to be. 


1. The Athlete—‘“I have fought ‘a good fight.” . 


The original indicates an athletic contest, and Paul as 
the victor. 








Lesson Calendar 

1. July 1.—John the Baptist. (May be used with Temper- 
ance Applications.) Matthew 3: 1-17; 11: 2-15; Mark 
6 : 14-29; Luke 1 : 5-80; John 1 : 6-37. (A Survey of the 
Life ot John the Baptist.) 

2. July 8.—Mary, the Mother of Jesus ....Matthew 1: 18 to 
2:12; 12: 46-50; Luke 1 : 26-56; 2:1-52; John 2: 1-11; 
19 : 25-27. (A Survey of the Life of Mary, the Mother 
of Jesus.) 

3. July 15.—Simon Peter ....John 1 : 35-42; Matthew 4: 18- 
22; 124: 28-31; 17: 1-13; Luke 5§: 1-10; 22: 31-34, 94-62; 
John 18:10, 11; 20:1-10; 21 > 1-23; Acts 2:1-5, 42; 8: 
14-25; 9:32 to 12:19; 1§:7-11; Galatians 2:1-11. (A 
Survey of Simon Peter’s Life.) 

4. July 22.—John the Apostle ...Mark 1 ; 16-20; 3:17; Luke 
9 : 49-56; John 13 : 21-25; 19 : 26, 27; 21 : 20-23; Acts 4: 
13-20; Revelation 1:9. (A Survey of the Liée of John 
the Apostle.) 

5. July 29.—Matthew the Publican 

Matthew 9 :9-13; Luke 5 : 27-32 

6. August 5.—Mary Magdalene 
Luke 8: 1-3; Matthew 27:55, 56; John 19:25; 20: +18 

7. August 12—Martha and Mary 
Luke 10: 38-42; John 1:1 to 12:8; Mark 14: 3-9 

8 August 19.—Stephen the Martyr .Acts 6:1 to 8 : 3; 22: 20 

9. August 26.—Barnabas the Great-Hearted ...... Acts 4: 
36, 373 9 : 26-303 11 2 19-30; 12:25; 13:1 to 15:12, 35-41; 
Galatians 2: 13 

18. September 2.—Paul the Apostle ...... Acts 7:54 to 8:3; 
9:1-31; 11: 25-38; 13 to 28; Philippians 3 : 4-14 

11. September 9.—John Mark ...Acts 12: 12, 25 to 13 : 133 15: 
36-40; Colossians 4:10; 2 Timothy 4:11; 1 Peter §: 


13 
12. September 16.—Luke, the Beloved Physician.Luke 1 : 1-4; 
Acts 1: 1-5; 16: 9-18; Colossians 4 : 14; 2 Timothy 4:11 
13. September 23.—Timothy, a Good Minister of .Christ Jesus 
Acts 16:1-3; Philippians 2: 19-22; 2 Timothy 1 : 1-6; 
3214 1S 
14. September 30.—Review: 
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2. The Runner —“T have finished the course.” He 
had reached the goal, and was now looking forward 
to the prize (v. 8) 

3. The Trustee—“I have Rept the faith.” In all 
his efforts he had been true to the message of the Gos- 
pel. By lip, life, and letters he had safeguarded it 
from error. 


V. Leading Questions 

Explain Paul’s reference to his possession of a 
“good conscience” before his conversion. 

What is the meaening of “kicking against the goad"? 

Distinguish between the Jewish and Christian ways 
of salvation (Rom, 10: I-12). 

Distinguish between the work of Peter, of Paul, and 
of John, in relation to Christianity. 

What ‘was the secret of Paul’s spiritual life? (Gal. 
2: 20.) : 

PHILADELPHIA. 

L.3 


The One-Minute Mission Talk 
By Homera Hodgson 


HE marvelous fiery zeal of Paul for God and his 

powerful ministry had their roots in one glorious 
fact —that he was personally commissioned by Christ 
to spread the Gospel. And yet there are men to-day 
with the talents of Paul — but undeveloped — and the 
Saviour of Paul —but undiscovered, who are linger- 
ing in some little corner of the business world, while 
the work of Paul is neglected! Paul was a little man 
in stature, but a giant in character because he took 
a gigantic burden upon his heart: he was a world- 
lover. “Of necessity the Jew has become cosmopoli- 
tan, but it was not so in Paul's day. They were of all 
people the most clannish and selfish. . . . But Paul, 
when he got a look at Jesus and his great purpose to 
send him to the Gentiles, jumped clean out of his 
Jewish boots, and ran counter of all traditions, . . .” 
writes a missionary in Japan. There was neither 
racial nor personal selfishness in Paul, and therein he 
is a pattern for us all. He did not wait at Tarsus 
till every one there was evangelized; he does not seem 
to have even written an epistle to his home town; he 
had the world-vision. Have you? Have you prayed 
over a map of the world? This is not a mere figure 
of speech; it is a serious question. Let every one 
who reads or hears the missionary message of the life 
of Paul obtain a map of the world and spread it be- 
fore him in his times of private prayer. The zeal of 
Paul will fill many hearts. The work so dear to Paul 
will be gloriously consummated. Souls intensely pre- 
cious to Christ will be saved at last! 


Nracara FA ts, Can. 
ve 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Blooded Stock.—Of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hes 
brew of Hebrews ...a Pharisee (v. 5). Paul step- 
ped high and saw everything along the road.--He could 
go in single or double harness. Every girl, real girl, 
likes a high-spirited man, just as every farmer, real 
farmer, likes a high-spirited horse, and just as every 
man, real man, likes a full-orbed man. Paul was the 
first man to discover that fountain for which Ponce 
de Leon so eagerly searched down around Miami, 
Paul found that elixir the drinking of which insures 
perpetual youth. He found it not in a land of flowers 
but in the land of Joy and Cheer. Paul is the most 
rejoicing soul in history, whether with a sore back in 
a prison or on a storm-beaten ship (Acts 16: 25; 27: 
22. 23). Paul was always a boy. He could never pass 
a game without climbing up on the fence to “root.” 
He knew all “batting records” from Rome ‘to Alex- 
andria.. In the life of Henry Drummond you will find 
a modern Paul described. His friends called Drum- 
mond “The Prince.” Drummond, like Paul, lived for 
the single purpose of saving men. “The record of a 
fragrance” is the life of Paul and Drummond. If you 
so elect to live_or elect so to live you too may leave 
“the record of a fragrance.” Years ago there was in 
Coatesville a ragamuffin of the streets, a freckled-face, 
“give-me-a-cent” fellow we all called “Guinea.” I shall 
never forget the day he “blew into” the Iron Rose 
Bible Class. Then the Lord found him. “Guinea” 
fell in love with Paul. Committed all he wrote to 
memory. Paul was his model and _ inspiration. 
“Guinea” to-day is one of Coatesville’s most respected 
Citizens, beloved by everybody. 


The One Idea Man.—TJhat [ may know him (v. 
10). Paul came to be a man of one idea. Look out 
for the man of one idea when it is a great idea, as in 
Paul’s case. The man of one idea is not a man with- 
out a few other ideas and interests. I have one wife 
who dominates my life, but that does not cut out Isabel, 
Bill, and Graham, and the rest of the family. The 
trouble with men and women is they are not folks 
of one“great idea. Lyell Rader, the big chemist of 
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Chicago, says that every Monday his 
front office is full of college-bred chem- 
ists after a job. “They have the sheep- 
skin, but they can’t deliver the mutton,” 
is Lyell’s way of. putting it. When I 
left college I didn’t have a single gripping 
passion for anything. The best job I 
could command was $7 a week as a clerk 
with a Jew. Paul says “This ONE thing 
I do.” Rader says his best chemists are 
the fellows who started in the laboratory 
as boys as he did, and. gave themselves 
body and soul up to the science of Chem- 
istry “without any side lines.” Men of 
one idea to know the hand of God in 
the creation of things. To find out how 
God locked up his delightful perfumes 
and lovely colors in garbage pails. Paul’s 
Great Idea was to bring the perfume 
and beauty of a life in Christ out of the 
human garbage pail of a world sunk in 
sin. The Chemist’s passion is to know 
God in nature. Paul’s, to know God in 
man, As I write the steel business is 
flat. Our big mills are shut down and 
hundreds of men are out of work. All 
the men who know how to take care of 
a lawn or make a garden or “clean house” 
have jobs. I asked a group of one hun- 
dren men how many knew how to plant 
a kitchen garden. Not ten percent knew, 
and they were country bred men. They 
.could stick onions and plant beans, that 
was all, few knew the fine points of gar- 
_dening. The fine point of religion is to 
know HIM. Paul had it. 


“A Regular Feller.”—IJ press on 
toward the goal unto the prise of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus (v. 
10). A recent newspaper said 80,000 folks 
gathered in England to see a football 
game. The same paper said 38,000 gath- 
ered in New York to see a baseball game. 
Paul would have been at both events, 
and when Babe Ruth knocked the home 
run would have jumped up on his seat 
with a yell as loud as the rest of the fans. 
If in England, he would have “rooted” 
with the wildest Irishman upon the 
bleachers. Paul ought to be the patron 
saint of every college athletic field in 
the land. Out at Pennsylvania Univers- 
ity, Mackenzie has created a wonderful 
‘young Ben Franklin in bronze, showing 
‘him walking into Philadelphia—a _ real 
red-blooded early American. If I were 
an artist with Mackenzie’s skill I would 
set over against the many-sided-~Franklin, 
the many-sided Paul walking into~ Civil- 
ization on his way to Coatesville. Paul 
certainly warmed up to any kind of a 
contest and liked to talk about it. He 
never could quite forgive himself for 
enjoying the Pharisee-Sadducee whisker- 
pulling match and his get-away under the 
dust of it (Acts 24:20, 21). Whoever 
reads Paul’s splendid speech when he 
was up against the authorities with his 
wits pitted against Jewish malevolence 
and Roman cupidity cannot fail to dis- 
cover his evident enjoyment in the con- 
test. Yes, indeed, Paul was every whit 
what you fellows enjoy and call “A Reg- 
ular Feller.” He was a man who gave 
his whole life to Jesus Christ, with a 
consuming passion to lead you and every 
other “regular feller” into the same con- 
‘dition of blessedness. Paul himself is 
his greatest argument for the Christian 
religion. 

COATESVILLE, Pa, 


ye 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


After the Lesson.—Five words stand 
out with wonderful clearness in this les- 
son as pointing along the whole way of 
Paul’s life, after that blinding light came 
to him upon the Damascus road — “What 
shall I do, Lord?” Before that he was 
not asking the Lord Jesus what the Lord 
wanted him to do. After that his life 
was given over so fully to what the Lord 
Jesus wanted him to do that he could 
say, “To me to live is Christ.” You may 
have been wondering what it was that 
made Paul so great—as some one has 
called him, “the giant figure of the early 
church.” Before his conversion he was 
called Saul, which means the great one, 
the asked for, the desired one. After 
his conversion his name was changed in 
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the Bible records, and we begin to hear 
of him then as Paul, which means the lit- 
tle one. What a change came to Paul 
in that experience on the Damascus road! 
Do you and I need such an experience to- 
day? Have we been trying to go on with- 
out asking the Lord Jesus what he would 
have us do? Have we misunderstood who 
he is and what he is and what he longs 
to do for us, if we would only let him? 
Suppose in our heart of hearts to-day 
each one of us were to say quietly, “What 
shall I do, Lord?” and then wait patiently 
for his answer. 

Indeed, he would show us what we 
ought to do, and our lives would begin 
to come out into power and usefulness for 
him such as we had never known before. 
Only God knows who in this very room 
he is seeking to-day to do a great work 
for Him, if he can find some one who 
will honestly say to him, — “What shall I 
do, Lord?” Let us pray. 





WHAT 
SHALL I DO, 
LORD ? 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Ye servants of God.” 

“Tell me the old old Story.” 
“My faith looks up to Thee.” 

“O Zion, haste.” 

“From Greenland’s icy mountains.” 
“Fling out the banner!” 

“Faith of our fathers.” 

“Holy, Holy, Holy.” . 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“Whom I Have Believed” (25 : 1-4). 
Psalm 16 : 1-11; 2 Timothy 1 : 12, 
“Redeemed, Redeemed (151 : 1-4). 
Psalm 71: 1-5, 14-24. 
“Peace with God” (229:1-3). Psalm 116: 1-9. 
“Tell All the World” (192 : 1-3). 
Psalm 96 : 1-13. 
“The Sower” (261 : 1-3). Psalm 126: 1-6. 
“Search Me, O God” (281 : 1-3). ; 
Psalm 139: 1-6, 16-18, 23, 24. 





The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 
tions for this department; one dollar is 
paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions ot this 
department. The full list of the lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in stamps. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson.” 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


ode Vet on chhits’ tek teak 
rr 
seme on the Golden Text are alee mooded. 
Our Part in Salvation—Saul, Saul, 
why persecutest thou me? (Acts 22:7.) 
“Why do you want to join the church?” 
asked the pastor of a New England boy. 
“Because I want to show that I am a 
saved sinner.” Do-.you feel that you are 
saved?” “Yes, sir.” “Who saved you?” 
“It is the work of Jesus Christ and of 
myself.” “Of yourself? What was your 
share in the work of salvation?” “I re- 
sisted Christ, and he did the rest."-—From 
“Our Misunderstood Bible,’ by H. Clay 
Trumbull. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Streatham Hill, London, Eng. 


Alvin York’s Loss and Gain.—Howbeit 
what things were gain to me, these have 
I counted loss for Christ (Phil. 3:7). 
Alvin York, hero of-the World War; 
who captured more Germans at one time 
than any other soldier, in telling of his 
exploit ascribed the full credit for it to 
God. “I trusted Him just the same in 
the war as I did before.” He refused 
an offer of thirty thousand dollars to go 
on the stage for a week with twelve 
chorus girls. “I was just a country boy,” 
said York, “and that was too much for 
me. I might have had the thirty thous- 
and dollars, but I would not have had the 
satisfaction that I was serving my Sav- 
iour. My policy is to stay off the devil’s 
playground.”—F rom the Baptist Standard. 
Sent by Eld. G. E. Walden, McLeans- 
boro, Iil. 


“The Fool.”—I count all things but 
loss (v. 8). When Luther began his 
ministry it is said that the Pope sent 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 

















“I have been crucified 
with Christ; and it is 
no longer I that live, 
but Christ liveth in 
me? To me to live 

is Christ?’ Gal.2:20 Phil.1:21, 
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-of those who slew him. 
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word to some official to stop that monk’s 
mouth with gold, and the official sent back 
the answer, “The fool doesn’t love gold.” 
—From the King’s Business. Sent by 
L. A. James, Toronto. Prize illustration. 


What Are You Engraving?—I count 
all things to be loss for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord 
(v. 38.) An Egyptian architect was 
commissioned by one of the Pharaohs to 
build a lighthouse at the mouth of the 
Nile. On a piece of rock, duly selected, 
Cridus the architect erected the house of 
light. Engraved upon the cement which 
covered the outside of the lighthouse was 
the name of Pharaoh. In a few years 
the effect of wind and rain had worn 
the cement away and Pharaoh’s name had 
vanished. Then it was discovered that 
the wily Cridus had engraved his own 
name in the masonry beneath. Christian 
work may be done outwardly for the 
glory of God; but when the underlying 
motive is laid bare, our own glory often 
turns out to be the real aim.—From “Pure 
Religion,” by the Rev. W. L. Mackenzie. 
Sent by the Rev. J. A. Clark, Elland, 
Yorks, Eng. 


The Modernists’ Real Views.—For the 
time will come when they ... will turn 
away their ears from the truth, and turn 
aside unto fables (2 Tim. 4:3, 4). The 
Eastern Methodist says: “At a conference 
of liberal ministers Dr. Howard Osgood, 
of the Rochester Theological Seminary, 
said he wanted to make no mistake about 
their views, and then read five or six 
propositions about the Bible and its teach- 
ings, asking whether these correctly rep- 
resented their position. He was assured 
that they did, it is said, President W. R. 
Harper being the spokesman. Professor 
Osgood then showed Paine’s ‘Age of Rea- 
son,’ the book he read them from! They 
begged him not to let the incident get 
into the newspapers.” “I would give 
worlds if the ‘Age of Reason’ had never 
been published. Stay with me! It’s hell 
to be left alone!” ‘Tom Paine is said to 
have cried on his deathbed.— Sent by J. B. 
James, Toronto, Can. 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc.—True followers 
of Jesus want to do helpful things 
for others. 

Introduction.—Have you a friend named 
Paul? People choose that good Bible 
name because Paul became such a true 
friend and follower of Jesus. At first 
his name was Saul, but it was changed to 
Paul. He was not always a follower of 
Jesus. To-day’s story tells how he be- 
came a Christian. 

Lesson Story.—Long afterwards when 
Paul had a chance to speak before some 
angry people—and even King Agrippa 
—he told his own story of how he be- 
came a Christian. Paul said, I consented 
unto the death of Stephen and was stand- 
ing by keeping watch over the garments 
I even hated 
the follewers of Jesus and hunted them 
from place to place, so that they might 
be arrested, bound with chains, and pun- 
ished. After Stephen’s death, the friends 
of Jesus scattered to other places. Some 
went as far as Antioch and Damascus. 

I knew how they met together to sing 
and pray and to talk over the words of 
Jesus. I wanted to put an end to such do- 
ings, for I hated everybody but the Jews. 

I myself was a Jewish boy, born in 
Tarsus, but I went to school in Jerusa- 
lem, to the great teacher, Gamaliel. He 
taught me the laws of my people. I 
really thought that I was serving God 
when I punished the followers of Jesus. 

One day I asked the high priest for 
letters giving me permission to follow the 
friends of Jesus to Damascus, to arrest 
them and put them in prison,— perhaps 
to bring them back to Jerusalem to be 
punished. With these letters in my gar- 
ments: I traveled with my companions 
toward Damascus. Suddenly, near that 
city, at noonday, a bright light from 
heaven dazzled my eyes so that I fell 
to the ground, afraid to look up. I heard 
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Lesson for 
Paul the Apostle 


a voice saying, Saul, Saul, why do you 
rsecute me? I said, Who art thou, 
rd? He answered, I am Jestis — but 

arise, stand on your feet, for I have work 

for you to do, Then I asked, What shall 

do, Lord? . 

My companions saw the light and 
heard a sound, but they did not hear 
the voice which said to me: Arise; go 
into the city of Damascus; some one will 
tell you what to do. When I arose and 
opened my eyes I found that they had 
been blinded by the wonderful light. 
Friends led me by the hand to the house 
of Judas on Straight Street. For three 
days I could not see. My time was spent 
in fasting and prayer. 

Then a man, named Ananias, came to 
find me. ~ He had not wanted to come, 
because he had heard how I had punished 
Christians in Jerusalem, and that I had 
journeyed to Damascus to hunt them in 
the synagogues and other places. 

The Lord said to Ananias, Go, you will 
find Saul praying. I have chosen him to 
be my special messenger to the Gentiles, 
the people who are not Jews. When 
Ananias came to me, he laid his hands 
on me and said gently, Brother Saul, re- 
ceive your sight, for the same Lord 
Jesus who appeared to you in the way 
has sent me to tell you what to do. My 
sight returned. After we had talked a 
while I was baptized as a follower and 
friend of Jesus. I ate some food and 
was strengthened. I became a happy 
Christian. 

After that I began to preach in the 
synagogues and other places in Damascus. 
Everybody was surprised because [ had 
becorre a Christian. Some of the Jews 
became angry and would have killed me. 
They watched the city gates to arrest 
me, just as I had done. Some of my 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


Auther of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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friends took me by night and let me down 
over the city wall in a big basket, so 
that I escaped. Three years later I re- 
turned to Jerusalem. Even then’ the 
Christians were afraid of me, until my 
friend, Barnabas, went with me and told 
the apostles that I had changed and be- 
come a Christian. That was Paul’s story. 

Was it any wonder that Barnabas and 
Paul became companions to make that 
missionary journey together to carry the 
good tidings to Cyprus and other places? 
Paul had found the answer to his ques- 
tion, What shall I do, Lord? As long 
as he lived he was a faithful missionary 
and follower of Jesus. 

“If you cannot cross the ocean, 

If you cannot preach like Paul, 
You can tell the love of Jesus, 
You can say he died for all.” 
Peoria, Ix. 
« 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. “At the feet of a young man named 
Saul.” 


2. At the-hands of the greatest of the 
apostles, Paul. 


3. In the heart of “Paul the aged.” 











E KNOW at least this much about 

Paul from Scripture: He was born in 
Tarsus of Cilicia (still on the maps of Tur- 
key by its old name), of Jewish parents of 
finest lineage, and, almost certainly, of 
wealth. This home and family gave him 
cosmopolitan tastes, with the strictest re- 
ligious rearing in the Old Scriptures — 
a perfect combination for the future of 
which he so little dreamed. He was 
sent to Jerusalem for schooling in the 
famous school of the rabbis, under that 
“Flower of the Law,’ Gamaliel — again 
God’s own hand guiding in the training 
of the worker for his work. (1) 

There, in his ancestral city, this for- 
eign-born boy grew up with a blaimeless 
record for clean living and intense fe- 
ligious fervor; there he was _ honored, 
while still in his youth (as. young as a 
man might be for such responsibility) 
with a seat in the Sanhedrin; there he 
began to hate with his whole soul the 
new sect called the Nazarenes after their 
lowly follower whom Saul had not even 
cared enough about to wish to see until 


_his resurrection and ascension began to 


“turn the world upside down”; and there 
he began that utterly ruthless persecu- 
tion of those believers which drove them 
all out to scatter their good news every- 
where. (2) 

But there also Saul saw the death of 
that first martyr for his faith, for he 
must have been so near as to catch the 
very light of heaven on Stephen's up- 
lifted face when he “saw Jesus standing” 
above, watching in undying love over this 
first witness who was to seal his testi- 
mony with his blood; he must have heard 
the tenderness in the manly voice which 
prayed for him, Saul, “Lord, lay not this 
sin to their charge”; he caught a fleet- 
ing glimpse of the unearthly peace in 
which that bruised and bleeding body 
“fell asleep” in Jesus—and that light, 
that voice, that peace he could not for- 
get, kick as he might against the goad! 

How hard he tried he himself testifies 
to, over and over again, both through his 
own pen and that of his biographer, Luke. 
Give these references to your girl and 
help her build her own story from them: 
Acts 21: 39, Philippians 3:5 and 6; Acts 
24:26, 22: 28, and 25: 11, Acts 18:3 and 
17: 28, with 5:34 and 22:3; Acts 7: 58 
to 8:3 with 9:1, and 22: 3-5 with 206: 
4-11; clearest of all 22: 20. 

2. Another girl may tell, or rather, 
summarize the story of how this young 
man Saul became Paul, the chief of the 
apostles who called himself the “chief 
sinner” (1 Tim. 1:15). Her story must 
start with Acts 9:3 and sketch the rest 
of the book, especially noting those other 
two accounts, in Paul’s own words, of 
his first meeting with Jesus, of ‘whose 
Gospel he was never afterwards ashamed 
(Acts 22:6-21; 26: 12-23). 

A year’s lessons woul not suffice to 





study that whole glorious story, but it is 
the best known part of Paul's life. Out- 
line it if you can command the time 
(board and notebooks), but at least sum 
is up as he does himself, in 2 Corinthians 
11:22, 33 and in his last letter to Tim- 
othy, 4:7. Note this from his’ enemies, 
Acts 17:6. (3) 


3. But girls will be interested more in 
a little insight into the very heart of this 
most powerful disciple of Christ, and 
for that view get one girl to search 
through the closing chapters of his let- 
ters for the names of his personal friends 
and evidences of his devotion to them. 
Again many lessons would be needed to 
list them all, but these at least she must 
not miss: Luke, his constant companion 
and inspired biographer, as well, appar- 
ently, as his personal physician; Timothy 
of Lystra, that “son” whose devotion be- 
gan when he saw Paul rise from a ston- 
ing like that one he directed against 
Stephen and return at once to the: very 
city which had sought his death (Acts 





14:20; 16: 1-3); John Mark and Barna- | 


bas of whom we studied last week, Silas, 
Erastus, and Philemon and Onesimus and 
Titus, Aquila and Priscilla and Apollos, 
Lydia, Mary, Julia, Persis, Tryphosa, 
Claudia, Nereus and “his sister,” Rufus 


| and “his mother and mine” —the list is 


only begun with these, and it fairly glows 
with the great heart this great man kept 
for his friends everywhere over that 
Mediterranean world! (4) 

Careful reading will reveal how many 
on this long list were young people, how 
many young hearts that life of superb 
courage attracted and held, not for him- 
self alone, but for his dear Lord, even 
children clinging to him with tears over 
his leaving them! (Acts 20: 36-38; 21: 
4, 5.) Do your girls love Paul? They 
may, if you can help them to really know 
him. 

Home Study 

Make a complete list of Paul's friends, 
grouped by their homes. 

Decatur, GA, 

we 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning:. “Good News.” 

Discussion: Freely discuss the powers 
of men, physically, mentally, and spirit- 
ually; show how these can be used for 
evil; how such use reacts upon the in- 
dividual in failure, unhappiness, distress. 
Reverse the situation and show how 
these same powers can be used for good, 
reacting upon the itidividual in success 


and joy. Present Christ. 
Objective: Enlist your powers for 
Jesus. e 














AY, fellows, I wonder if we shall ever 

discover the limits of the “good news” 
in the Gospel? Good news, you know, 
is what the word “gospel” means. You 
have heard that’ many times, but have 
you ever explored to see how far-reach- 
ing its good news is? My own first im- 
pression of the Gospel’s good news was 
that it told of God’s so loving the world 
that-he gave his- only Son—even Jesus 
Christ —that whoever believed in him 


would be saved from eternal death. And 


that was a marvelous thing to me. Then 
I learned further that it was to fill a 
fellow’s life here on earth with service 
and happiness —and that was a blessed 
thought. 

But Paul’s thrilling experience on the 
Damascus road and his wonderful con- 
version, with its results, opened up to me 
new wonders and surprises in this al- 
ready glorious good news; for I found 
in Paul’s case the power of Christ to 
take the very worst that is in a man and 
make it unto praise and honor and glory 
to God. That is the wonder of it — the 
complete turnabout. Here was a man go- 
ing headlong to destruction himself and 
creating havoc for others wherever he 
went; then suddenly he was turned round 
and started full tilt in the opposite di- 
rection with all those same powers har- 
nessed into the most humane, the most 
spiritual, the most godlike activity — help- 
ful, creative, inspiring! 


,kings upon their thrones, 
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I say, fellows, that is good news, sure 
enough, and you and I need it, for we 
have powers that are being exercised in 
the wrong direction. They mortify us 
and give us pain; they bring others dis- 
tress and give us regret: We hate our- 
selves for their pernicious outbreakings, 
and we wonder if there is any scrapheap 
mean enough and vile enough upon which 
to cast them. Yet these are the physical 
powers, the mental powers, and the spir- 
itual powers God has endowed us with ~ 
powers gone astray. 

It is when we are plunged into re- 
morse and shame over our misused and 
abused powers that the “good news” re- 
veals to us this startling and happy truth, 
right out of God’s own heart. If God 
himself had not said it and confirmed it 
in the transformed lives of his saints, 
we would not believe it. 

Listen, fellows: the very powers you 
have used for evil can be transformed 
by Jesus Christ into engines of happy 
service. When Paul was converted, his 
splendid intellect was hot cast into the 
dump heap because it had been mightily 
used against Christ and his Gospel; no, 
it was stripped of its false livery and 
harnessed into that magnificent literary 
service which wrote the Epistles. When 
he was converted, God did not consign 
to everlasting oblivion that obstinate spirit 
which had opposed Christ and cruelly 
martyred his followers; but he turned it 
wrong side out and welded into it the steel- 
jawed courage that dared to face despot 
for Christ's 
sake. God did not crush the .zeal which 
carried Saul of Tarsus over mountains and 
plains day and night to hale men and wo- 
men to prison because they confessed 
Christ as the Son of God; but he took 
that same iron determination and trained 
it into the long trampings and march- 
ings ‘and endurance that proclaimed Jesus 


| through Asia Minor and in Greece and 


| For detailed 





Italy. 

You have powers of some kind, fel- 
lows, each one of you; do not despise 
them, however they may have been em- 
ployed, but lay them at the feet of Christ, 
and say, like Saul, “Lord, what wilt thou 
have me to do?” He. will take them all 
and add some new ones, and you will 
hardly know. yourself, so great will be 
the’ wonder and thrill of it! 


Greenssoro, N. C. 
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Chicago, says that every Monday his 
front office is full of college-bred chem- 
ists after a job. ‘They have the sheep- 
skin, but they can’t deliver the mutton,” 
is Lyell’s way of. putting it. When I 
left college I didn’t have a single gripping 
passion for anything. The best job I 
could command was $7 a week as a clerk 
with a Jew. Paul says “This ONE thing 
I do.” Rader says his best chemists are 
the fellows who started in the laboratory 
as boys as he did, and. gave themselves 
body and soul up to the science of Chem- 
istry “without any side lines.” Men of 
one idea to know the hand of God in 
the creation of things. To find out how 
God locked up his delightful perfumes 
and lovely colors in garbage pails. Paul’s 
Great Idea was to bring the perfume 
and beauty of a life in Christ out of the 
human garbage pail of a world sunk in 
sin. The Chemist’s passion is to know 
God in nature. Paul’s, to know God in 
man. As I write the steel business is 
flat. Our big mills are shut down and 
hundreds of men are out of work. All 
the men who know how to take care of 
a lawn or make a garden or “clean house” 
have jobs. I asked a group of one hun- 
dren men how many knew how to plant 
a kitchen garden. Not ten percent knew, 
and they were country bred men. They 
. could stick onions and plant beans, that 
was all, few knew the fine’ points of gar- 
_dening. The fine point of religion is to 
know HIM. Paul had it. 


“A Regular Feller.’”—J press on 
toward the goal unto the prise of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus (v. 
10). A recent newspaper said 80,000 folks 
gathered in England to see a football 
game. The same paper said 38,000 gath- 
ered in New York to see a baseball game. 
Paul would have been at both events, 
and when Babe Ruth knocked the home 
run would have jumped up on his seat 
with a yell as loud as the rest of the fans. 
If in England, he would have “rooted” 
with the wildest Irishman upon the 
bleachers. Paul ought to be the patron 
saint of every college athletic field in 
the land. Out at Pennsylvania Univers- 
ity, Mackenzie has created a wonderful 

‘young Ben Franklin in bronze, showing 
‘him walking into Philadelphia—a _ real 
red-blooded early American. If I were 
an artist with Mackenzie’s skill I would 
set over against the many-sided Franklin, 
the many-sided Paul walking into Civil- 
ization on his way to Coatesville. Paul 
certainly warmed up to any kind of a 
contest and liked to talk about it. He 
never could quite forgive himself for 
enjoying the Pharisee-Sadducee whisker- 
pulling match and his get-away under the 
dust of it (Acts 24:20, 21). Whoever 
reads Paul’s splendid speech when he 
was up against the authorities with his 
wits pitted against Jewish malevolence 
and Roman cupidity cannot fail to dis- 
cover his evident enjoyment in the con- 
test. Yes, indeed, Paul was every whit 
what you fellows enjoy and call “A Reg- 
ular Feller.” He was a man who gave 
his whole life to Jesus Christ, with a 
consuming passion to lead you and every 
other “regular feller” into the same con- 
‘dition of blessedness. Paul himself is 
his greatest argument for the Christian 
religion, 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 


we 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


After the Lesson.—Five words stand 
out with wonderful clearness in this les- 
son as pointing along the whole way of 
Paul’s life, after that blinding light came 
to him upon the Damascus road — “What 
shall I do, Lord?” Before that he was 
not asking the Lord Jesus what the Lord 
wanted him to do. After that his life 
was given over so fully to what the Lord 
Jesus wanted him to do that he could 
say, “To me to live is Christ.” You may 
have been wondering what it was that 
made Paul so great—as some one has 
called him, “the giant figure of the early 
church.” Before his conversion he was 
called Saul, which means the great one, 
the asked for, the desired one. After 
his conversion his name was changed in 





= 








the Bible records, and we begin to hear 
of him then as Paul, which means the lit- 
tle one. What a change came to Paul 
in that experience on the Damascus road! 
Do you and I need such an experience to- 
day? Have we been trying to go on with- 
out asking the Lord Jesus what he would 
have us do? Have we misunderstood who 
he is and what he is and what he longs 
to do for us, if we would only let him? 
Suppose in our heart of hearts to-day 
each one of us were to say quietly, “What 
shall I do, Lord?” and then wait patiently 
for his answer. 

Indeed, he would show us what we 
ought to do, and our lives would begin 
to come out into power and usefulness for 
him such as we had never known before. 
Only God knows who in this very room 
he is seeking to-day to do a great work 
for Him, if he can find some one who 
will honestly say to him, — “What shall I 
do, Lord?” Let us pray. 





WHAT 
SHALL I DO, 
LORD ? 











te 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Ye servants of God.” 

“Tell me the old old Story.” 
“My faith looks up to Thee.” 

“O Zion, haste.” 

“From Greenland’s icy mountains.” 
“Fling out the banner!” 

“Faith of our fathers.” 

“Holy, Holy, Holy.” ° 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“Whom I Have Believed” (25 : 1-4). 
Psalm 16: 1-11; 2 Timothy 1 : 12. 
“Redeemed, Redeemed (151 : 1-4). 
Psalm 71 :1-5, 14-24. 
“Peace with God” (229: 1-3). Psalm 116: 1-9. 
“Tell All the World” (192 : 1-3). 
Psalm 96 : 1-13. 
“The Sower” (261 : 1-3). Psalm 126: 1-6. 
“Search Me, O God” (281 : 1-3). - 
Psalm 139: 1-6, 16-18, 23, 24. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 
tions for this department; one dollar is 
paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions ot this 
department. The full list of the lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in stamps. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson.” 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the son text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


- yg FF & 
some on the Saas Tet ave also neoded. 

Our Part in Salvation.—Saul, Saul, 
why persecutest thou me? (Acts 22:7.) 
“Why do you want to join the church?” 
asked the pastor of a New England boy. 
“Because I want to show that I am a 
saved sinner.” Do.you feel that you are 
saved?” “Yes, sir.’ “Who saved you?” 
“It is the work of Jesus Christ and of 
myself.” “Of yourself? What was your 
share in the work of salvation?” “I re- 
sisted Christ, and he did the rest.”—From 
“Our Misunderstood Bible,’ by H. Clay 
Trumbull. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Streatham Hill, London, Eng. 


Alvin York’s Loss and Gain.—Howbeit 
what things were gain to me, these have 
I counted loss for Christ (Phil. 3:7). 
Alvin York, hero of+the World War; 
who captured more Germans at one time 
than any other soldier, in telling of his 
exploit ascribed the full credit for it to 
God. “I trusted Him just the same in 
the war as I did before.’ He refused 
au offer of thirty thousand dollars to go 
on the stage for a week with twelve 
chorus girls. “I was just a country boy,” 
said York, “and that was too much for 
me. I might have had the thirty thous- 
and dollars, but I would not have had the 
satisfaction that I was serving my Sav- 
iour. My policy is to stay off the devil’s 
playgreund.”—From the Baptist Standard. 
Sent by Eld. G. E. Walden, McLeans- 
boro, Ill. 


“The Fool.”—I count all things but 
loss (v. 8). When Luther began his 
ministry it is said that the Pope sent 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 

















“I have been crucified 
with Christ; and it is 
no longer I that live, 
4 but Christ liveth in 
me?“ To me to live 
is Christ?’ Gal.2:20 Phil. 1:21. 
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-of those who slew him. 
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word to some official to stop that monk’s 
mouth with gold, and the official sent back 
the answer, “The fool doesn’t love gold.” 
—From the King’s Business. Sent by 
L. A. James, Toronto. Prize illustration. 


What Are You Engraving?—I count 
all things to be loss for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord 
(v. 38.) An Egyptian architect was 
commissioned by one of the Pharaohs to 
build a lighthouse at the mouth of the 
Nile. On a piece of rock, duly selected, 
Cridus the architect erected the house of 
light. Engraved upon the cement which 
covered the outside of the lighthouse was 
the name of Pharaoh. In a few years 
the effect of wind and rain had worn 
the cement away and Pharaoh’s name had 
vanished. Then it was discovered that 
the wily Cridus had engraved his own 
name in the masonry beneath. Christian 
work may be done outwardly for the 
glory of God; but when the underlying 
motive is laid bare, our own glory often 
turns out to be the real aim.—From “Pure 
Religion,” by the Rev. W. L. Mackenzie. 
Sent by the Rev. J. A. Clark, Elland, 
Yorks, Eng. 


The Modernists’ Real Views.—For the 
time will come when they ... will turn 
away their ears from the truth, and turn 
aside unto fables (2 Tim. 4:3, 4). The 
Eastern Methodist says: “At a conference 
of liberal ministers Dr. Howard Osgood, 
of the Rochester Theological Seminary, 
said he wanted to make no mistake about 
their views, and then read five or six 
propositions about the Bible and its teach- 
ings, asking whether these correctly rep- 
resented their position. He was assured 
that they did, it is said, President W. R. 
Harper being the spokesman. Professor 
Osgood then showed Paine’s ‘Age of Rea- 
son,’ the book he read them from! They 
begged him not to let the incident get 
into the newspapers.” “I would give 
worlds if the ‘Age of Reason’ had never 
been published. Stay with me! It’s hell 
to be left alone!” Tom Paine is said to 
have cried on his deathbed.— Sent by J. B. 
James, Toronto, Can. 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc.—True followers 
of Jesus want to do helpful things 
for others. 

Introduction.—Have you a friend named 
Paul? People choose that good Bible 
name because Paul became such a true 
friend and follower of Jesus. At first 
his name was Saul, but it was changed to 
Paul. He was not always a follower of 
Jesus. To-day’s story tells how he be- 
came a Christian. 

Lesson Story—Long afterwards when 
Paul had a chance to speak before some 
angry people—and even King Agrippa 
—he told his own story of how he be- 
came a Christian. Paul said, I consented 
unto the death of Stephen and was stand- 
ing by keeping watch over the garments 
I even hated 
the followers of Jesus and hunted them 
from place to place, so that they might 
be arrested, bound with chains, and pun- 
ished. After Stephen’s death, the friends 
of Jesus scattered to other places. Some 
went as far as Antioch and Damascus. 

I knew how they met together to sing 
and pray and to talk over the words of 
Jesus, I wanted to put an end to such do- 
ings, for I hated everybody but the Jews. 

I myself was a Jewish boy, born in 
Tarsus, but I went to school in Jerusa- 


] lem, to the great teacher, Gamaliel. He 


taught me the laws of my people. I 
really thought that I was serving God 
when I punished the followers of Jesus. 

One day I asked the high priest for 
letters giving me permission to follow the 
friends of Jesus to Damascus, to arrest 
them and put them in prison,— perhaps 
to bring them back to Jerusalem to be 
punished. With these letters in my gar- 
ments: I traveled with my companions 
toward Damascus. Suddenly, near that 
city, at noonday, a bright light from 
heaven dazzled my eyes so that I fell 
to the ground, afraid to look up. I heard 








eens 2 ae 


— 



























“+ 


eee ae 

















Lesson for 
Paul the Apostle 


a voice saying, Saul, Saul, why do you 
rsecute me? id, Who art thou, 
rd? He answered, I am Jests — but 

arise, stand on your feet, for I have work 

for you to do. Then I asked, What shall 

I do, Lord? 

My companions saw the light and 
nan a sound, but they did not hear 
the voice which said to me: Arise; go 
into the city of Damascus; some one ‘will 
tell you what to do. When I arose and 
opened my eyes I found that they had 
been blinded by the wonderful light. 
Friends led me by the hand to the house 
of Judas on Straight Street. For three 
days I could not see. My time was spent 
in fasting and prayer. 

Then a man, named Ananias, came to 
find me. ~ He had not wanted to come, 
because he had heard how I had punished 
Christians in Jerusalem, and that I had 
journeyed to Damascus to hunt them in 
the synagogues and other places. 

The Lord said to Ananias, Go, you will 
find Saul praying. I have chosen him to 
be my special messenger to the Gentiles, 
the people who are not Jews. When 
Ananias came to me, he laid his hands 
on me and said gently, Brother Saul, re- 
ceive your sight, for the same Lord 
Jesus who appeared to you in the way 
has sent me to tell you what to do. My 
sight returned. After we had talked a 
while I was baptized as a follower and 
friend of Jesus. I ate some food and 
was strengthened. I became a happy 
Christian. 

After that I began to preach in the 
synagogues and other places in Damascus. 
Everybody was surprised because I had 
become a Christian. Some of the Jews 
became angry and would have killed me. 
They watched the city gates to arrest 
me, just as I had done. Some of my 
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Acts 9: 8. 
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friends took me by night and let me down 
over the city wall in a big basket, so 
that I escaped. Three years later I re- 
turned to Jerusalem. Even then’ the 
Christians were afraid of me, until my 
friend, Barnabas, went with me and told 
the apostles that I had changed and be- 
come a Christian. That was Paul’s story. 

Was it any wonder that Barnabas and 
Paul became companions to make that 
missionary journey together to carry the 
good tidings to Cyprus and other places? 
Paul had found the answer to his ques- 
tion, What shall I do, Lord? As long 
as he lived he was a faithful missionary 
and follower of Jesus. 

“If you cannot cross the ocean, 

If you cannot preach like Paul, 
You can tell the love of Jesus, 
You can say he died for all.” 
Peoria, IL. 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. “At the feet of a young man named 
Saul.” 

2. At the- hands of the greatest of the 
apostles, Paul. 

3. In the heart of “Paul the aged.” 











W5 KNOW at least this much about | 
Paul from Scripture: He was born in 
Tarsus of Cilicia (still on the maps of Tur- 
key by its old name), of Jewish parents of | 
finest lineage, and, almost certainly, of 
wealth. This home and family gave him 
cosmopolitan tastes, with the strictest re- 
ligious rearing in the Old Scriptures — 
a perfect combination for the future of 
which he so little dreamed. He was 
sent to Jerusalem for schooling in the 
famous school of the rabbis, under that 
“Flower of the Law,” Gamaliel — again 
God’s own hand guiding in the training 
of the worker for his work. (1y 

There, in his ancestral city, this for- 
eign- -born boy grew up with a blaimeless 
record for clean living and intense fe- 
ligious fervor; there he was honored, 
while still in his youth (as. young as a 
man might be for such responsibility ) 
with a seat in the Sanhedrin; there he 
began to hate with his whole soul the 
new sect called the Nazarenes after their 
lowly follower whom Saul had not even 
cared enough about to wish to see until 


his resurrection and ascension began to 


“turn the world upside down’; and there 
he began that utterly ruthless persecu- 
tion of those believers which drove them 
all out to scatter their good news every- 
where. (2) 

But there also Saul saw the death of 
that first martyr for his faith, for he 
must have been so near as to catch the 
very light of heaven on Stephen’s up- 
lifted face when he “saw Jesus standing” 
above, watching in undying love over this 
first witness who was to seal his testi- 
mony with his blood; he must have heard 
the tenderness in the manly voice which 
prayed for him, Saul, “Lord, lay not this 
sin to their charge” ; he caught a fleet- 
ing glimpse of the unearthly peace in 
which that bruised and bleeding body 
“feli asleep” in Jesus—and that light, 
that voice, that peace he could not for- 
get, kick as he might against the goad! 

How hard he tried he himself testifies 
to, over and over again, both through his 
own pen and that of his biographer, Luke. 
Give these references to your girl and 
help her build her own story from them: 
Acts 21: 39, Philippians 3:5 and 6; Acts 
24:26, 22: 28, and 25: 11, Acts 18:3 and 
17: 28, with 5:34 and 22:3; Acts 7: 58 
to 8:3 with 9:1, and 22: 3-5 with 26: 
4-11; clearest of all 22: 20. 


2. Another girl may tell, or rather, 
summarize the story of how this young 
man Saul became Paul, the chief of the 
apostles who called himself the “chief 
sinner” (1 Tim. 1:15). Her story must 
start with Acts 9:3 and sketch the rest 
of the book, especially noting those other 
two accounts, in Paul’s own words, of 
his first meeting with Jesus, of ‘whose 
Gospel he was never afterwards ashamed 
(Acts 22: 6-21; 26: 12-23). 





Acts 9: a7. aw 


A year’s lessons wouM not suffice to 
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study that whole glorious story, but it is 
the best known part of Paul’s life. Out- 
line it if you can command the time 
(board and notebooks), but at least sum 
is up as he does himself, in 2 Corinthians 
11:22, 33 and in his last letter to Tim- 
othy, 4:7. Note this from his’ enemies, 
Acts 17:6. (3) 

3. But girls will be interested more in 
a little insight into the very heart of this 
most powerful disciple of Christ, and 
for that view get one girl to search 
through the closing chapters of his let- 
ters for the names of his personal friends 
and evidences of his devotion to them. 
Again many lessons would be needed to 
list them all, but these at least she must 
not miss: Luke, his constant companion 
and inspired biographer, as well, appar- 
ently, as his personal physician; Timothy 
of Lystra, that “son” whose devotion be- 
gan when he saw Paul rise from a ston- 
ing like that one he directed against | 
Stephen and return at once to the: very | 


city which had sought his death (Acts) 
16: 1-3); John Mark and Barna- | 


14:20; 
bas of whom we studied last week, Silas, 
Erastus, and Philemon and Onesimus and 
Titus, Aquila and Priscilla and Apollos, 
Lydia, Mary, Julia, Persis, Tryphosa, 
Claudia, Nereus and “his sister,” Rufus 
and “his mother and mine” —the list is 
only begun with these, and it fairly glows 
with the great heart this great man kept 
for his friends everywhere over that 
Mediterranean world! (4) 

Careful reading will reveal how many 


on this long list were young people, how - 


many young hearts that life of superb 
courage attracted and held, not for him- 
self alone, but for his dear Lord, even 
children clinging to him with tears over 
his leaving them! (Acts 20: 36-38; 21: 
4, 5-) Do your girls love Paul? They 
ay if you can help them to really know 
im. 
Home Study 

Make a complete list of Paul’s friends, 
grouped by their homes. 

Decatur, Ga. 

+ 3 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: “Good News.” 

Discussion: Freely discuss the powers 
of men, physically, mentally, and spirit- 
ually; show how these can be used for 
evil; how such use reacts upon the in- 
dividual in failure, unhappiness, distress. 
Reverse the situation and show how 
these same powers can be used for good, 
reacting upon the iridividual in success 











and joy. Present Christ. 

Objective: Enlist your powers for 
Jesus. e 
AY, fellows, I wonder if we shall ever 


discover the limits of the “good news” 


in the Gospel? Good news, you know, 
is what the word “gospel” means. You 
have heard that’ many times, but have 


you ever explored to see how far-reach- 
ing its good news is? My own first im- 
pression of the Gospel’s good news was 
that it told of God’s so loving the world 
that: he gave his: only Son —even Jesus 
Christ — that whoever believed in him 
would be saved from eternal death. And 
that was a marvelous thing to me. Then 
I learned further that it was to fill a 
fellow’s life here on earth with service 
and happiness —and that was a blessed 
thought. 

But Paul's thrilling experience on the 
Damascus road and his wonderful con- 
version, with its results, opened up to me 
new wonders and surprises in this al- 
ready glorious good news; for I found 
in Paul’s case the power of Christ to 
take the very worst that is in a man and 
make it unto praise and honor and glory 
to God. That is the wonder of it — the 
complete turnabout. Here was a man go- 
ing headlong to destruction himself and 
creating havoc for others wherever he 
went; then suddenly he was turned round 
and started full tilt in the opposite di- 
rection with all those same powers har- 
nessed into the most humane, the most 
spiritual, the most godlike activity — help- 





a 
| 





ful, creative, inspiring! 
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I say, fellows, that is good news, sure 
enough, and you and I need it, for we 
have powers that are being exercised in 
the wrong direction. They mortify us 
and give us pain; they bring others dis- 
tress and give us regret: We hate our- 
selves for their pernicious outbreakings, 
and we wonder if there is any scrapheap 
mean enough and vile enough upon which 
to cast them. Yet these are the physical 
powers, the mental powers, and the spir- 
itual powers God has endowed us with ~ 
powers gone astray. 

It is when we are plunged into re- 
morse and shame over our misused and 
abused powers that the “good news” re- 
veals to us this startling and happy truth, 
right out of God’s own heart. If God 
himself had not said it and confirmed it 
in the transformed lives of his saints, 
we would not believe it. 

Listen, fellows: the very powers you 
tg: used for evil can be transformed 
by Jesus Christ into engines of happy 
service. When Paul was converted, his 
splendid intellect was hot cast into the 
dump heap because it had been mightily 
used against Christ and his Gospel; no, 
it was stripped of its false livery and 
harnessed into that magnificent literary 
service which wrote the Epistles. When 
he was converted, God did not consign 
to everlasting oblivion that obstinate spirit 
which had opposed Christ and cruelly 
martyred his followers; but he turned it 
wrong side out and welded into it the steel- 
jawed courage that dared to face despot 
kings upon their thrones, for Christ's 
sake. God did not crush the .zeal which 
carried Saul of Tarsus over mountains and 
plains day and night to hale men and wo- 
men to prison because they confessed 
Christ as the Son of God; but he took 
that same iron determination and trained 
it into the long trampings and march- 
ings ‘and endurance that proclaimed Jesus 
through Asia Minor and in Greece and 
Italy. 

You have powers of some kind, fel- 
| lows, each one of you; do not despise 
them, however they may have been em- 
ployed, but lay them at the feet of Christ, 
and say, like Saul, “Lord, what wilt thou 
have me to do?” He. will take them all 
and add some new ones, and you will 
hardly know. yourself, so great will be 
the’ wonder and thrill of it! 


Greenssoro, N. C. 


Che Sunday School Times 


Philadelphia, August 18, 1923 


Advertising Rates 


go cents per line, $12.60 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch). 
For detailed information address The 
Religious Press Association, 800-803 
Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia. 


Subscription Rates 
The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 


postage. , 

1 50 Five or more copies, either 
$ > to separate addresses or in a 
package to one address, $1.50 each, per 


year. 
2 00 One copy, or any number of 
$ ° copies less than five, $2 each, 


per copy. One copy, five years, $8. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for.in a club. 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
The Sunday School Timies will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
so cents each for foreign postage. That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 

to one address, $2 each per year. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

Please be'sure to state the old as well 

as the mew address whenever you request 
a change in your address. If in a club, 
please give name and address of your 
club organizer, and allow two full weeks 
for the change to be made. 
The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Ask Marion Lawrance ' 


Consulting General Secretary for Lite of the 
International Sunday School Council 

Texas.—My district has appointed me as 
supervisor of Sunday-school work. My duties 
are to furnish to the schools in the district 
any help that I can along the lines of admin- 
istration and management. Can you give me 
some counsel?—E. J. S. 


OU have a very important position, 

and one that gives you opportunity to 
furnish a good deal of help. You will 
find that your services will be accepted 
most graciously if you do not try to dic- 
tate to the superintendents within your 
field, but simply let them know that you 
are ready to help in any way you can, 
and pass on to them samples of printed 
matter that will give them help, and also 
recommend books to them from time to 
time, 

First, I suggest that you get a list of 
the names of the pastors and superin- 
tendents and teachers in the district. The 
teachers’ names should be classified, all 
Primary teachers in one list, Junior 
teachers in another, and so on. The offi- 
cers should likewise be classified. Sup- 
pose in some magazine or lesson-help you 
find an article that would be especially 
helpful to the Primary teachers and offi- 
cers. If you will write to the publish- 
ing house of that particular paper, they 
will send you enough sample copies no 
doubt to pass around to the Primary 
workers, or you can send to them the 
list of the Primary workers and ask them 
to send a marked copy of the publica- 
tion to each of them. If you do the 
latter, however, it would be well to 
send a_ post-card to those Primary 
workers, telling them what you have done, 
so they will know that they dre indebted 
to you for this courtesy. 

I am sure there is no publication for 
superintendents like, for example, “The 
Sunday School Executive,” (David C. 
Cook Co., Elgin, Ill., 60 cts. a year), or 
“The Standard Bible School Worker” 
(Standard Publishing Co., Cincinnati, 
Ohio, 75 cts. a year), or the magazines 
published by the various denominations, 
for superintendents, that would not be 
willing, at your request, to send sample 
copies to your superintendents. 

I would not ask all of these to be sent 
at once. Suppose you send for one mag- 
azine one month, and then a month or 
two later send for another, and have them 
sent to your superintendents. Publica- 
tions for workers in the Adult Division 
can be treated the same way; likewise 
quarterlies and lesson-helps for use in the 
Home Department, helps for Cradle Roll 
workers, and the like. 

One of the best things you can do for 
the workers in your district is to get them 
together in a district convention at least 
once a year. Here they can get ac- 
quainted and find out how the work is 
carried on in the different schools. You 
can get up a good program with the ma- 
terial you have at hand. If there is a 
local weekly paper published in your dis- 
trict, an article each week by you, on 
Sunday-school work, would be helpful. If 
you do no more than to put in the at- 
tendance on the preceding Sunday at the 
various Sunday-schools, this would help. 
This and other information can be gath- 
ered by telephone. It would be a good 
thing if you would write a letter occa- 
sionally, recommending certain books for 
superintendents, also for teachers, such a 
book, for example, as Mr. Howard's, en- 
titled, “A Little Kit of Teacher’s Tools” 
(The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, 75 cts.). Of 
course you should, tell them where the 
books can be had, and the price. 

If the schools of your neighborhood 
are close enough for a district meeting 
of all the schools, perhaps a community 
Christmas tree next Christmas or a com- 


munity Children’s Day or a community 
picnic would be a good idea. Anything 
you can do to make the Sunday-school 
workers of your district know what is 
going on in their district and elsewhere 
will be of great help. 


Teacher-Training Questions 


Discussed by the Rev. Charles A. Oliver 
Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 

P Association 

I have a Teacher-Training class using the 
text-book “Preparation for Teaching” in the 
regular Sunday-school hour. As the lesson 
period is short we do not make very rapid 
progress. I find it somewhat difficult to lead 
the students to such grasp of the lessons as 
will prepare them for examinations. Would 
it be all right if we should study the entire 
book without examinations, and then take it 
up with thorough review before taking the 
tests? 

ES, the method you have in mind is 

used with good success in some Sun- 
day-schools. A superintendent wrote us 
recently, “We are planning to enroll a 
class of our young people now, have them 
study the book as a lesson each Sunday 
and recite during the Sunday-school hour. 
The next year spend several months re- 
viewing and taking examinations.” 

Let me know if I could take: Teacher-Train- 
ing through mail and receive diploma the 
same as if I were to take the course in a 
Sunday-school class. 

ES, the training courses may be taken 
Var in class or by individual stu- 
dents. If there is a class in your Sun- 
day-school or connected in any way with 
your church, that is taking the course of 
study it will be much better to do the 
work as a class member. The class dis- 
cussions, the opportunities to ask and an- 
swer questions, and the fellowships will 
add greatly to the helpfulness of the 
studies. , 

If such a class does not exist, do what 
you can to promote the organization of a 
class. If this fails, find some friend who 
will agree to study the course and meet 
with you to discuss the lessons. If the 
friend cannot be found, purchase a_text- 
book and study the lessons alone. Either 
the State Sabbath School Association or 
the Sunday School Board of your de- 
* nomination will provide the examinations. 
When ready for the examination you will 
apply for same and the papers will be 
sent to your pastor, who will conduct 
the test and send the answers to headquar- 
ters for grading. 


b 


Children’s Division Questions 
Discussed by Mrs. E. W. Sudlow 


Should Sunday-school quarterlies be used 
in the Primary Department? Are picture 
cards illustrating the lesson advisable in the 
Primary Department? If so, where can good 
ones be procured? 

TAKE it you do not use graded les- 

sons. With this course is an illus- 
trated paper each Sunday containing the 
lesson story and memory work. This 
takes the place of a Quarterly. Where 
the Uniform Lessons are used I would 
most certainly supply the children with 
Primary Quarterlies. These are written 
in child-like language, from a child’s point 
of view, and usually contain a suggestion 
for some form of expressional work. 
Every child should have the lesson story 
in some form to take home. 

Where the child is old enough to read, 
and is provided with an illustrated Quar- 
terly, the addition of a colored picture 
card is hardly necessary. In the younger 
classes a picture lesson card to some ex- 
tent takes the place of a Quarterly. Most 
children love these little cards, and cher- 





ish them more carefully than papers or 


Quarterlies. The memory verse is printed 
on the face of the card, and it is quite 
likely that this will be read every time 
the card is shown to any one. The pic- 
ture also serves to recall the story and 
text which the child has learned in Sun- 
day-school. Then on the back is printed 
a very brief story in most simple lan- 
guage. One of the strongest points in 
favor of using the card is its value in 
giving the child opportunity to help 
others. Everywhere on the mission fields 
the missionaries are begging for these 
colored cards. If the child is taught to 
save them and bring them back to Sun- 
day-school say once a Quarter, they may 
be gathered up with appropriate exer- 
cises and sent to some mission school. 
This then will make an effective mission- 
ary lesson, a practical demonstration of 
how even a little child may help spread 
the glad tidings. Good cards may be pro- 
cured from almost any denominational 
publishing house. 


b 


Adult Class Questions 


Discussed by Hugh Cork 


Ways of Working Editor of 
The Sunday School Times 


Indiana.—We are thinking seriously of re- 
organizing the entire church, including Bible 
school, Home Department, and all  soci- 
eties, and combine the entire membership of 
the church, whether identified with one of 
the foregoing or not, and_dividing all into 
four groups: (1) Children (under 12 years), 
(2) Young People (ages 13 to 25), (3) All 
ladies (over 25), and (4) all men (over as); 
having a special committee and organization 
for each group in the fourfold program of 
worship, education, service, and recreation. 

The problem of getting the church to do 
those things which it should and combining 
the entire membership in all that which 
Christians should be and do, -has led us to 
this plan. Our Bible school does not reach 


ail the membership, likewise the organiza- 1 


tions. With all the organizations and soci- 
eties now existing, there is much duplication. 
In fact, we have too many meetings and do 
not seem to get anywhere. Possibly you 
have some opinions on this matter, and we 
will be very glad to learn them.—A Pastor. 


HERE are a number of churches such 

as the First Christian Church, Canton, 
Ohio., of which the Rev. P. H. Wel- 
shimer is the minister, which have com- 
bined the morning service and the Sun- 
day-school, with excellent results, but I 
do not understand that their activities are 
organized as you suggest. In fact, I do 
not know of a single church so organized. 
If there is one let us hope that this item 
will catch the eyes of some of its readers 
and that they will send in an account for 
these columns, 

It looks as if your suggested organiz- 
ation is the one a prominent leader said 
he would like to join if its purpose was 
to kill off about three-fourths of those 
we have. Your “Fourfold Program” of 
worship, education, service, and recreation 
covers all the church has to teach, and at 
the same time is rightly graded into four 
divisions : 

The Children’s Division (Birth to 12 
years) takes in the Primary and Junior 
Bible classes, the Junior Young People’s 
organizations, the mission bands, temper- 
ance bands, organized play, community 
welfare, and the like. 

The Young People’s Division (12 to 25 
years) takes in the Young People’s Bible 
classes, the Intermediate and Senior 
Young People’s Societies, social activities, 
Community Welfare work, and the like. 

The Women’s Division (over 25 years) 
takes in Women’s Bible classes, mission- 
ary societies, aid organizations, Big Sister 
organizations with girls’ temperance and 
moral reform work, sisterhood activities, 
Community Welfare work, and the like. 


The Men’s Division (over 25 years) 
takes in Men’s Bible classes, brotherhoods, 
Big Brother work with boys, missionary 
activities, law enforcement activities, 
Community Welfare, and the like. 

Every method of work now used in the 
various organized societies we have can 
be transferred to the one organization, 
and so have no overlapping, and time to 
accomplish more definite work. 

Furthermore, every activity would be 





recognized as a church activity and not 
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something apart from the church, and 
thus. the church would get the credit and 
not some church auxiliary. 


Home Department Questions 
Discussed by Mrs. A. W. Karnell 


Former Chairman of the Home Department 
Committee of the International Sunday School 
Association 


Where can,I secure the name-roll nien- 
tioned in your book? 


}-20M David C. Cook Publishing Com- 
pany, Elgin, Ill, and Charles I. Meigs, 
Indianapolis, Ind. 


What is the minimum requirement for the 
Home ent organization and work? 
We have had some sort of a department for 
five years but never any meeting. One of 
the members of the women’s class received 
thirty quarterlies from the secretary of the 
Sunday-school. These she sent out with 
members of the class and children in the 
school. So far as I can find there has never 
been any system of visitation and no report 
envelope has ever been used. We installed a 
new pastor the first Sunday in June, and we 
are re-organizing the entire school; but he 
insists it shall be along the simplest possible 
lines hence, my question.—Mrs. P. W. I. 
FN eprdiecweing se atgetagh secretary, 

treasurer, Visitor or Visitors; a quar- 
terly meeting for -business and confer- 
ence; a written report from each Visi- 
tor quarterly ; the quarterly te reach each 
member before the first Sunday of each 
Quarter; a real call made by the Visitor 
upon each member at least once each 
Quarter; ministrations to members in ill- 
ness or distress; continued effort for new 
members — but I am sure you will not be 
satisfied with the minimum once you have 
realized the opportunities for service in 
the home which this department affords. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By H. McAllister Griffiths 





September 9. Different Forms of Gambling, 
and the Evil of It. Prov. 16:8; Jer. 17: 


9-11. 
September 16. How Apply Religion to Man- 
ners? Prov. 1:8, 9; Luke 14: 7-11. 
September 23. Gems from Books We Have 
Read. Prov. 25:11; 1 Tim. 4: 13. 
September 30. Recen:t Triumphs of Missions 
at Home and Abroad. Acts 14: 19-27. 





Sunday, September 2 


Lessons from the Psalms. 9. A Sing- 
ing Psalm (Psa. 96 : 1-13). (Conse- 
cration meeting. ) 





Mon.—Songs in the heart (Eph. 5: 18- 
21). 

Tues.—Song of deliverance (Exod. 15: 
1-14). 


Wed.—Song of redemption (Rev. 5: 8-14). 
Thurs.—Songs in the dark (Acts 16 : 19- 


25). 
Fri—Songs of praise (Psa. 130 : 1-8). 
Sat.—Songs that instruct (Psa. 73: 1-28). 











What causes have we for praise? 

What is the value of praise to the church? 

What uses can we make of religious 
poetry? 


“FE: Se the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly in all wisdom; teaching and 
admonishing one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 
grace in your hearts to the Lord. And 


whatsoever ye do in word or in deed, do- 


all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God and the Father by him.” 
i 


Redeemed hearts have always sought 
to pour out their praise and thanksgiving 
to God. When sins have been forgiven, 
when the heart has been renewed by his 
mercy, when he has signally ordered 
events for his glory in our good, it is 
hard to remain silent. After the Annun- 
ciation, when the angel had told Mary the 
mother of our Lord of the signal honor 
to be conferred upon her, her heart was 
opened in the “Magnificat,” one of time’s 
greatest songs of praise. 


And so, when their hearts have become 
as overflowing cups, grateful men and 
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Lesson for 
Paul the Apostle 


women have poured out their praise as a 
libation of thanksgiving to God. Not all 
of us caf put into words the gratefulness 
of our hearts. But we can all share 
with those who penned our hymns and 

ms the wealth in them which we can 

ow as well as they. Their songs be- 
come our songs. And how much they 
may mean to us! 

' 


But not only in the moment of thanks- 
giving do the songs of the redeemed give 
expression to the unseen joy within us. 
They become our inspiration for the days 
when the road is dusty and hot. They 
breathe the fragrance of Zion when our 


’ feet seem wandering in a far country, 


calling us away from the husks, back to 
the Father’s house. They are our stay 
in temptation, too, those times when our 
right desires seem almost overwhelmed 
and fatigued in the ceaseless warfare of 
the soul. I wonder how many of us in 
such a time have been held steady by 
the melody and prayer of the great hymn: 
“In the hour of trial, 
Jesus, plead for me; 
Lest by base denial, 
I depart from Thee.” 
we 


And so, one of the glories of the com- 
pany of the redeemed on earth, the 
Church militant, is the beauty of her har- 
monies and words of praise and petition. 
How much richer our livés are, as Chris- 
tians, for the hymns of the Church! And 
what deep spiritual lessons and satisfac- 
tions some of us are missing in not know- 
ing them. The song you may not know, 
which you pass by in the book, may be 
the message for which your heart has 
been seeking. For the hymns of the 
Church are real, because they came from 
the hearts of the writers. 

ue 


Many hymns of the Church are being 
assailed to-day because the Modernist 
does not like their emphasis upon redemp- 
tion, and the lack of emphasis upon what 
he chooses to call “service.” But any 
man is a poor student of hymnology who 
does not realize the majesty and worth 
of such great hymns of the Christian life 
and faith as “Onward Christian Soldiers,” 
“From Greenland’s Icy Mountains,” and 
many others. To see any man advocat- 
ing the throwing overboard of the songs 
of praise which young people the world 
over know and love, because of some 
minor error in construction or craftsman- 
ship, is to excite genuine sympathy for 
that one. Those who @¢annot, reading 


the words of our great hymns, catch the | 


abiding worth and spirit of the experience 
which produced them, simply show that 
they have never trod the mountaintops. 
As for the hymns themselves, we need not 
fear. The some will gradually be less 
used, but the many will abide as long as 
praise is dear to the Christian heart. 


PHILADELPHIA, 


we 


A West Virginia Bible 
Conference 


EADERS of The Sunday School 

Times are requested to pray for bless- 
ing during and following the Wardens- 
ville Camp and Bible Conference, August 
17 to 26, at Wardensville, W. Va., di- 
rected by the Rev. J. H. Patterson, of 
Quitman, Ga., well known to some of the 
readers of The Sunday School Times who 
attended Victorious Life Conferences at 
Princeton, N. J., in former years, where 
Mr. Patterson was the song leader. 
Among the speakers at this conference 
will be Evangelist Bob Johnson, the Rev. 
Harry Strachan, of the Latin American 
Evangelistic Campaign; the Rev. Bert 
Stoneham, of England, and the Rev. R. C. 
McQuilkin, Dean of the Columbia (S. C.) 
Bible School. 

we 


If you have much to do with boys, Mr. 
Howard’s “new book of sixty “Boy- 
Talks” will’ prove to be a very great 
help in what the talks contain, and in 
the way in which they get at the boy 
heart and boy life. It is issued by The 


Sunday School Times Company, Phila- 
_ delphia, at $1.50, a book of 216 pages. 


! 
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| Children at Home 








New Testament 
Arithmetic Problems 


Suggested by Keith L. Brooks 
Bible Institute of Los Angeles 





The Purpose of the Problenis 


To give you practise in locating Scripture. 

To fix in your’ mind some important Bible 
gumbers. 

To refresh your memory on some familiar Bible 
stories. 


To lead you to some helpful facts about the 
Bible. 





To try you out in addition, subtraction, multi- 
plication, and division. 


Problem 14 


DD to the number of legions of an- 
gels that Jesus could have called to 
his help (Matt. 26:53), the number of 
churches in Asia in John’s day (Rev. 1: 
4), and the number of brethren who ac- 
companied Peter after his vision (Acts 
11:12), and frém this subtract the num- 
ber of months that Elisabeth hid herself 
(Luke 1:24), and you have the number, 
of the chapter in Exodus where the: com- 
mandments of Moses will be found. 
Which chapter is it? 


ve 
When Dan Cut Off 
His Curls 
By Chester E. Shuler 





He choked his food down as best he 
could. His face grew more and more 
pitiful. He saw no one would love him, 
no one would know him. It was too 
much. He burst into tears and exclaimed: 

“Well, Jesus knows me, anyhow!” 

And somehow or other after that, 
everybody immediately recognized Dan, 
and loved him up! 

Harrissurc, Pa, 





For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


Seven Rules for Self-Examination 


HORTLY after the death a few 

months ago of a dear aged saint the 
following “Rules for Self-Examination” 
were found among his papers: 


1. Was I faithful and sincere in my prayers 
this morning? 

2. Have been all the day affectionate and 
obedient to my father? (His mother had 
died some time frevious.) — ; 

3. Have I done all that I could, by being 
kind and obliging, to make my brothers and 
sisters bappy, and to make everything in 
the family peaceful and pleasant? 


4. Have I improved my time at school to 
the utmost of my power in studying with 
diligence, and in trying to promote quiet- 
ness and good order? 

5. Have I resisted all the risings of pas- 
sion, avoiding every feeling of irritability or 
of anger, or envy or vanity? 





‘Bu, Dan had been taught early 
to love Jesus, and accept him as his 
personal Saviour. Whenever he had been 
naughty, he soon afterward asked Jesus 
to forgive him, and was quickly made | 
happy again. 

But’ one day he did something that he 
should not have done. Dan had a shock | 
of bright yellow curls all about his lit- | 
tle round face. They were pretty, and his 
parents, brother, and sister thought he 
looked very nice with them. But Dan! 
did not like them. He often wished they | 
might be cut off. He asked his mother 
to have them cut, but she refused. 

Then one day a great temptation came 
to Dan. He was all‘ alone in the house. 
His father and mother had gone to the 
city, and brother John and his sister | 
Sarah were also away. Now was the) 
time to get rid of those nasty curls, he 
thought. You see, Satan was speaking | 
to him, and he was foolish enough to | 
listen. So he quickly secured the scis- 
sors from his mother’s workbasket, and | 
in a short while all of the beautiful yel- | 
low curls were cut off! 

Dan gathered them up and threw them 
into the stove. Then he looked at his re- | 
flection in the mirror. How strange he | 
looked!* Why he scarcely knew himself! | 

Instantly he was very, very sorry he 
had done it. What would his dear par- 
ents say? And Sister and Brother? Oh, 
why had he done it? 

He sank to the. floor sobbing bitterly. 
He was very, very sorry. 

When the rest returned, they noticed 
what the little boy had done. They did 
not say anything to him, though they were 
grieved much. It pained them to think 
their darling would be so naughty. They 
knew they must teach him a lesson. 

So they decided to pretend not to know 
him when he came to the table at meal 
time. 

“What strange boy is this?” inquired 
his father, as Dan extended his hand for 
a plate. 

“Why, I’m your own Dan, papa!” 

“My Dan?” in apparent amazement. 
“Nonsense! you needn’t try any such game 
on me. My Dan was a very different 
looking boy.” 

Dan was surprised, but not abashed. 
He turned to his brother and his sister, 
but they would not recognize him either. 

It was fun for him at first, but as 
he made requests of one and another and 
found no one—not even his mother — 
knew him, his fair, sweet face grew sober 


6. Have I been conscientious in doing 
everything which I thought to be right, and 
in avoiding everything that my conscience 
told me to be wrong? ~ 

7. Has it been my prevailing desire this 
day to please my Maker? Has this been 
the motive which I have regarded as more 
important than all others? 


The foregoing rules were dated De- 
cember 28, 1855, when the one who drew 
them up was only sixteen years of age. 
He had received Christ as his personal 
Saviour several years before, and to the 
day of his death lived a consistent life. 


| Would that thousands of children, and 


oider people too, might be constrained to 
follow his example. Had he lived, he 
would be eighty-four years old to-day, 
Monday, August 27. Nevertheless, “being 
dead, he yet speaketh.” 





August 27 to September 2 
Mon.—Acts 26:1-11. Saul the Persecutor. 
The spirit of persecution is never that 
of true Christianity. Nor is the spirit 
of intolerance, no matter by whom pos- 
sessed, Protestant or Catholic, Funda- 


| mentalist or Modernist, denominationalist 


an anti-denominationalist, that of Christ. 


| Paul was intensely religious before he 


was saved, but he was intensely Christ- 
like afterwards. 

Prayer SucGcestions: Pray that the 
largest possible spirit of catholicity may 
prevail among Christ’s true followers of 
whatever name, consistent with uncom- 
promising loyalty to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Pray that your own heart may 
be emptied of all condemnation of others, 
and filled only with the love of God. 


Tues.—Acts 26; 12-20. Saul’s Conversion. 


Paul never doubted his conversion. 
Some people do. But an honest doubt as 
to the past is proved honest by an honest 
present seeking after God. Jesus told 
how: John 1:12; 7:17. Paul told how: 
Acts 16:31; Hebrews 11:6. Peter told 
how: 2 Peter 1:9-i1. Honest doubters 
are few; God’s way is too plain. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for wis- 
dom from above in the planning of every 
fall Bible conference and evangelistic 
campaign. Pray earnestly for the clos- 
ing weeks or months of the open-air 
season. Pray for the “Back to the Bible 
Bureau” (Cincinnati), and for all Gospel 
seed-sowing movements at home and 
abroad. 





and long. His remorse came back again. 


(Continued on Me next page) 
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Rally Day Supplies 


Send for our Raliy Day Budget illustrating and de- 
scribing the finest things issued for this highly import- 
ant festival which is vital to the life of the School that 
does things. 


“1 SERVE” is the title of the best service C. Har- 
old Lowden ever has written for Rally Day. ‘lhe ef- 
fect of its rendition never can be forgotten. Charming 
songs, striking pageants all built on the theme of ‘‘ser- 
vice’ —stressed trom four angles. 5Sc the doz; $4.00 
the hundred, , 








SEND FOR FREE SAMPLES 


THE HEIDELBERG PRESS 
Publishers for Discriminators 
200-14 N. 15th Street, PHILADELPHIA 


“THE END 
OFTHE AGE” 


McConkey’s book on Prophecy. A companion 
pon mame ny #4 book on The Revelation. Simple, 
clear, elementary. Sixty thousand circulated. 
Be sure to write for it. nt absolutely free to 
any one interested enough to write the publishers 
for it. ddress 

SILVER PUBLISHING SOCIETY. Dept. S. 


Bessemer Bidg., Pittsburgh, Penn. 


Our Rally Da 


A beautiful new RallyDay service for the SundaySchoot 
—music by Thomas, Lowden and Rosche, Postpaid, 60 
per copy, i dozen, 06.00 per hundred. 




















Catalog of Christmas music now ready, mailed FREE, 
also catalog of plays without music, cantatas, etc. 
GED. F. ROSCHE & CO., 337 W. Madison St., Chicago, lll, 





Gordon 


Theological, Missionary, Religious 
Educational College course of 4 
years,college degree of Th. B. Grad- 
uate School of Theology. 3-year 
course, degree of B.D. An em- 
bodiment of the highest ideals of evangelical culture 
and unity. 

NATHAN R, WOOD, President 

College of Theology 








Missieas, Boston, Mass. 


on alin and 


Shampoo with one 
Soap.— Cuticura 


Cuticura Soap isthe favoritef: 
































Bible Study off the Beaten Paths 


THE PARABLES 
of the Old Testament 


Stimulating studies in the little-known.par- 
ables of the Old Testament, which are found 
to abound in practical suggestions for our 
daily conduct and spiritual life. 


$1, postpaid 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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Keeping the Sunday 
» School Treasury 


é, Full- 


-4 ° 
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THE financial problems of your 


Sunday School can be solved 
with the Junior size Duplex Envelope 


system, 


Sunday Schools already using this plan 
are enthusiastic over the results. Two. 
pastors recently wrote us—‘‘ Since adopt- 
ing the Junior Duplex Envelope system, 
our Sunday School offerings have in- 
creased 100%,.”’ 





Write for schedule of prices and 
samples today. Start the new 
school year which begins October 
Ist by adopting this system. 


Our new 16-page Rally Day Catalog is 
ready. A post card request will bring 
your copy by return mail. 


THE STOCKTON PRESS 


316 N. CHARLES STREET, Baltimore, Md. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


For Family Worship 


(Continued from the preceding page) 
Wed.—Acts 26 : 21-32. 
Paul Witnessing for Christ. 

When Saul the persecutor of Christ 
‘ye 9:5) was. persuaded by Christ 

Acts 9:6) he immediately became Paul 
the proclaimer of Christ (Acts 9:20). 
Genuine converts become convincing wit- 
nesses. The depth of the root is deter- 
mined by the degree of the fruit (Matt. 
13:5, 6, 21). 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
millions upon millions of children grow- 
ing up in America with little or no knowl- 
edge of God’s Word. Pray that this ter- 
rible condition may be speedily changed. 
Pray for the “School Bag Gospel 
League” of New York City, that it may 
spread to every school in America. 
Hedge it about with prayer. 


Thurs.—Acts 16: 1-13. The Macedonian Call. 


Is it ever a sin to preach the Gospel 
in some particular locality? Yes, when 
the Holy Spirit forbids it (v. 6), -and 
commands that it be preached elsewhere 
(v. 10). May there not be men preach- 
ing the Gospel in America who are sin- 
ning with every sermon they preach? 
Perchance also in foreign fields. God is 
specific, but men are heedless. 


Prayer SuGcesTions: Pray that every 

















All Latin American countries 
are, or have been, the lands of the 
closed book. For years the Ameri- 
can Bible Society has labored pa- 
tiently in these countries. Today 
it is rewarded with an eager inter- 
est in the Bible. 

In a single year the American 
Bible Society circulated 284,184 
volumes in Latin America,where 
every book circulated means a 
book read, 

By the annuity plan you can help 
generously without hardship, be- 
cause you receive an income for 
life on your benevolent gift | 


Write for booklet 6 L. 
American Bible Society 


Dy 08 ULB ie 
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PAY US MONTHLY 


Scofield Reference Bible 


~~ $1.00 Down and $1.06 Pe" 


Month 
EQUALS A COURSE IN BIBLE STUDY 
Bibles sent postpaid. Send for Catalogue 
NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY 
427 S. Dearborn Street, 





Chicago, tl. §. 











PULPITS 


Chair:, Tables, Hymn Boards, Collection Plates,etc. 


Globe Furniture Company, 73,Par* Piece. 














BRONZE TABLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


evangelical agency, whether church or 
otherwise, may become fervently evan- 
gelistic. The head may be right; but 
unless the heart is warm, the will is 
spiritually sluggish. No matter how 
good the engine, it takes stcam to move 
it, steam intelligently controlled and ap- 
plied to move it in the right direction and 
at the right speed. 


Fri.—2 Corinthians 11 : 16-33. 
Paul’s Tribulation. 

Obédience doesn’t guarantee exemption 
from suffering (John 16: 33), but it does 
conduce to inward peace. Tribulation 
| from without is “hard enough” (humanly 
| speaking) to bear, but add to it a gnaw- 
| ing conscience, and suffering becomes 
| “intolerable.” There is “a way of escape” 
from both. (See 1 Corinthians 10: 13 
and 1 John 1:9. Also Philippians 4: 
6, 7-) 
| Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
| Prayer Union for Israel, for the Bible 
| League of. Great Britain, for the Army 
Readers’ Society, for the 
World’s One by One Band, for the Chris- 
tian Progress Scripture Reading and 
Prayer Union (all these of Great Brit- 
ain); also for Ralph Norton’s work in 
Belgium. 
Sat.—2 Timothy 4:1-8 Paul’s Triumph. 


All that Paul commanded Timothy to 
do (vs. 2 and 5) he himself had faithfully 
practised, and that too notwithstanding 
the constant, determined, malicious oppo- 
sition of an ever-present enemy; the same 
enemy against which you and I must also 
“wrestle.” But, “no cross, no crow”; 
no tribulation, no triumph. See Romans 
8: 37. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for those 
who are nearing life’s earthly close. Pray 
that all God’s saints, whether young or 
old, may “keep the faith,’ not hoard it, 
not permit it to be undefendedly attacked, 
not fail to become strong in it. Pray for 
a mighty revival of the “faith of our 
fathers.” 

Sun.—Psalm 96: 1-10. “Here am I; send me.” 


“What wilt thou have me to do?” in- 
quired Paul (Acts 9:6). “Go,” said 
God to Moses (Exod. 4:12). “Say not, 
I am a child,” said the Lord to Jere- 
miah (Jer. 1:7). “Say among the 
heathen that Jehovah reigneth,” was 
God’s command through David (Psa. 96: 
10). “Here am I; send me’! (Isa. 6: 
8.) This was Isaiah’s. response; is it 
yours? 

Prayer SucGcestTions: “Saints who 
pray for an old-time revival in the 
Church must be willing to. pay the old- 
time price,” said a child of God to the 
writer a few days ago. What is that 
price? Fervent prayer, personal confes- 
sion, sorrow for the Church’s back-slid- 





den condition, utter yieldedness; going 
through with God. Pray! 





















(Lesson for September 2) AUGUST 18, -1923 






Requisites for Rally Day, 1923 


RADIOGRAM ° 
INVITATIONS 


R4z0 your invitations and have | 
them delivered by the young - 
boys of your school. Under “Date’’ | 
put the date of your service; under. 
**Hour,”’ the hour. Fill out “‘To’’. 
with the member’s name. Insert the. 
. name of the school under ‘‘ Broad- 

Rediegem Gotan ae Raiogeem Envel- casted from.”? The superintendent’s : 


Radiogram Invitations, 75 cents a 100,postpaid OF the teacher’s signature should ap- 
Radiogram Envelopes, 75 cents 2100, postpaid pear on the other line. 


MESSENGER HATS—Msvrgy Sc. ngamamnn 18 
INVITATION POSTCARDS 
Departmental Designs and Wording — Lithographed in Colors 
20 cents a dozen, or $1.25 a 100—assorted as desired-—postpaid 
DEPARTMENTAL CARDS 
Nos. 872, 827, *44 and 45 
Cradle and Beginners 


No. 836, Rebus 
Beginners, Primary, and 
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No. 918 


No. 875 








Juniors No. 830 C-Junior 
Nos. 874 and 829 Nos. 918 and 919 
General Junior Invitations ses OER, S80 ont O93 ~ Adults 
i Nos. *46, 47, 
sn ade ak os Primary Department Os. “as — on 47 
Intermediate and Seniors | No. 823 No. 824 Adult Departments 
Reopening Day Junior Girls Junior Boys | *Without Written lovitations 





OFFERING ENVELOPE 
Rally Day Slot Offering Envelope 


Many Rally Day offerings are for some very special purposes. Here is a sub- 
stantial envelope that can be distributed in advance, filled by- the children and 
collected at the Rally Day service. ‘The price is surprisingly reasonable. 

$2.00 a 100, postpaid. Size, 534 x 3% inches 





This newly designed envelope is of 
good stock, attractively lithographed 
in colors. Size, 2% x 3% inches. 212 x 3% inches. 


50 cents a 100, or $4.50 a 1,000, postpaid | 50 centsa 100, or $4.50 a 1000, postpaid 


Bm RALLY DAY 
BOOKMARK 


This most appropriate 
design is lithographed 
in full colors on sub- 
stantial celluloid with 
dainty double silk cord 
and tassel attached. 


This is also a newly designed envel- 
ope for the Rally Day collection or 
any other special day or event. Size, 











Recitations and Dialogues 
For Special Days in the Sunday School 
SERIES I 
232 pages, 60 cents, postpaid 
SERIES ll 
Arranged by MARY E, PRIEST 


Paper, 241 pages, 75 cents, postpaid 
o 


NOVELTY 


Rally Day “Ten Point ‘Twirler” 
and Greeting Card 
A Rally Day novelty which defines in 
a way, practices that 
make a Ten Point Sunday School 
member. 

It is printed in colors on a stiff card. 

Size, 344 inches in diameter. 
$1.50 a hundred, postpaid. 











Price, 2 cénts each ; 20 
cents a dozen, or $1.50 a 
100, postpaid. 


No. 107 
Half Actual Size 
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New York, 156 Fifth Avenue San Francisco, 278 Pest Street Pittsburgh, Granite B'dg. 
Chicago, 125 N. Wabash Avenue Nashville, 711 Church St. Atlanta, Ga. 
St. Louis, 914 Pine St. Cincinnati, 420 Elm St. 200 Auburn Ave. 















































